Working Partnership 


Informal as it appears, this ““curbstone conference” is deciding 
the entire future of a major investment. Operator, drilling 
contractor, and Baroid field service engineer... together they 
are planning the mud program for a new well even before 
the well is spudded in. 

Such conferences are a commonplace sight in today’s oil 
fields where operators and contractors know, from experience, 
that the recommendations of a Baroid “‘mud engineer’ on 
drilling fluid control can aid them greatly in making hole 
faster, more economically, and with a minimum of trouble. 


OU. OF HOHIGNE borough drilling fluid knowledge and 


practical ex F953 of your Baroid field man. 


JAN 2 


LIFRARY 


oui Baroid 


HOUSTON + TULSA + LOS ANGELES 


Baroid Sales Division ¢ National Lead Company vx Main Office: Houston, Texas © P.O. Box 1675, Houston 1, Texas 











In design, in engineering, in per- 
formance, Security equipment is 
unsurpassed throughout the world. 
Operators who demand the best insist 
on Security products — Rock Bits — 
Reamers — Hole Openers — Casing 
Scrapers—Securaloy. You can depend 
on Security field service too. Why not 
“get” Security in Your drilling today. 
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One of the most popular miscon- 
ceptions about the oil industry is the 
belief that an operator’s troubles are 
over once he finds oil. 

Production engineers, however, 
know that there is much more to 
being a successful oil producer than 
simply finding the oil—as witness the 
problems encountered by Western 
Gulf Oil Company in the Fruitvale 
field immediately west of Bakersfield. 

Five years ago production was de- 
clining at an alarming rate in the 
Fruitvale field. Production costs were 
excessive. A high incidence of liner 
and casing failures made the pre- 
mature abandonment of a number of 
wells a distinct possibility. 

Today the Fruitvale field is pro- 
ducing a record-breaking 9,500 bar- 
rels-per-day—thanks largely to con- 





tinued research and field study of in- 
dividual production problems by West- 
ern Gulf Oil Company. 





In a paper presented at a recent 
meeting of the San Joaquin Valley 
Chapter of the American Petroleum 
Institute, R. B. Teissler, production 
engineer for Western Gulf Oil Com- 
pany in the Fruitvale field, outlined 
the work that is being done at Fruit- 
vale. 

First signs of trouble in the Fruit- 
vale field came during World War II, 
according to Teissler, when all wells 
were producing at maximum capacity. 
It was at this time that abnormal de- 
cline rates, sand trouble and collapsed 
casing strings became prevalent. 

By the latter part of 1947 almost 
50 per cent of the wells in the field 
showed some evidence of collapsed 
or partially collapsed pipe. Total net 
production declined from a high of 
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7,200 barrels-per-day in March, 1945, 
to 4,800 barrels-per-day in January, 
1948. 

Basically, Western Gulf Oil Com- 
pany, principal producer in the field, 
faced the problem of recovering es- 
timated large reserves of low gravity, 
high viscosity oil from dirty, silty and 
extremely friable sands in the field’s 
lower producing horizons. The pro- 
ducing section at Fruitvale is of Plio- 
cene age, lying between 3,000 feet 
and 4,500 feet, and consists of 800 
feet to 1,200 feet of poorly sorted, 
uncemented and extremely friable 
sands, interbedded with clayey shales. 
Gravities of produced oil vary from 
13 to 25 degrees API with the heavier 
more viscous oils occurring in the 





R. B. TEISSLER, 
Production Engineer, 
Western Gulf Oil Co. 





Increased Economical Recovery at Fruitvale 


deeper, more silty, and less permeable 
section. 

Studies and experiments on core 
samples and produced fluids gave 
a better understanding of the under- 
lying causes for conditions encoun- 
tered, indicating that water soluble 
clay lumps in the sand were disinte- 
grated by water from drilling fluids, 
loosening the sand and permitting 
sand movement to occur. This in turn 
released silt that built up as a barrier 
around the well bore and cut off pro- 
duction. 

As a solution, a method was de- 
vised for drilling through the pro- 
ducing formation with oil base type 
drilling fluids and fitting a slotted 
liner to the drilled hole with a mini- 
mum of clearance. This removed the 
cause for initial sand movement. 

It was found that subsequent sand 
or silt movement, especially the pack- 
ing and jamming of silt particles in 
the immediate well bore area, could 
largely be eliminated by controlling 
withdrawal rates below a critical range 
of inflow velocities. 

As a preliminary trial, four wells 
were redrilled during the latter part 
of 1947 and early 1948. Oil base type 
mud was used for drilling fluid and 
preperforated liners were cemented at 
the top of the productive zones. 

Encouraged by a study of these 
wells, Western Gulf inaugurated a 
fairly extensive redrill campaign. 
With one redrill rig in operation, an 
additional 49 wells were redrilled and 
recompleted over a four-year period. 
A total of 15 new wells were also 
drilled. 

With the excellent lubrication quali- 
ties of oil base type drilling fluids and 
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the maintenance of holes to gauge, it 
was reasoned that close-fitting liners 
could be used and would basically 
accomplish the purpose desired. This 
was attempted and proved feasible, 
with the result that 41 wells have now 
been completed with 514 inch flush 
jointed liners set in 6% inch holes or 
7 inch flush jointed liners set in 734 
inch holes. Usual length of liners so 
run is between 800 to 1,200 feet and 
drift angles are normally held to a 6 
to 8 degrees maximum. 


However, in one controlled direc- 
tional hole which attained an angle of 
14 degrees from vertical, a 1,500 foot, 
5¥% inch flush jointed liner was run 
in a 6% inch hole with no difficulty. 
Two wells in which 7-inch internal 
upset casing limited redrill hole sizes 
to 6 inches were also completed with 
5¥% inch flush jointed liners. 


The bottoms of liners are bullnosed 
and normally a small, rounded spade 
is welded on, as in many instances 
the tendency of liners to rotate in the 
hole after reaching bottom has caused 
some difficulty in setting liner hang- 
ers. Only one case of a liner sticking 
before reaching bottom has occurred 
and in this particular well keyseating 
of the hole after drilling off the whip- 
stock was indicated and is a probable 
explanation for the trouble encoun- 
tered. 


It was noted that wells maintaining 
a fairly constant rate of production 
with little or no maintenance neces- 
sary in nearly every case maintained 
high fluid levels or high casing pres- 
sures, indicating control of these fac- 
tors might be helpful. 


Confirmation of this point was made 
when following a rework job of a 
water base completion, a high casing 
pressure developed and the well blew 
around through the tubing. The well 
immediately pumped off and produc- 
tion was only restored by additional 
wash work. Casing pressure was then 
controlled below blow-around pressure 


and the well produced at a sustained 
70 barrels-per-day rate for several 
months. 

Control of casing pressure and/or 
fluid levels plus tubing back pressures, 
usually by means of casing relief 
valves and lead line flow beans, has 
proved a reliable method for control- 
ling withdrawal rates and has proved 
beneficial for the new oil base com- 
pletions as well as for the older water 
base wells. Redrill or new well com- 
pletions are brought in under control 
and older wells are placed under con- 
trol following well work of any kind, 
but in particular following wash work. 

In most instances, wells are eased 
into production with the pumping unit 
slowed to half normal pumping speed 
and the casing temporarily shut in. 
Fluid levels and casing pressures are 
carefully watched until attaining a 
proper balance of normal producing 
conditions. Pumping units then may 
be speeded up and the well placed 
back on normal production. Normal 
production in this case usually means 
the wells are slightly over pumped 
with fluid levels at or below the pump 
shoe and the rate of fluid entry into 
the well bore then directly controlled 
by any change in the casing pressure 
setting. 

The use of a sonic fluid level device 
has become a necessary production 
tool in the field and is constantly being 
used both for determining optimum 
producing conditions and for schedul- 
ing well work. 

Overall results of the redrill com- 
pletions, new well completions and the 
change in production methods during 
the past four and one-half years have 
been rewarding. 


New well and redrill completions 
account for approximately 60 per cent 
of Western Gulf Oil Company’s total 
field production at the present time. 
An indicated increase in daily net pro- 
duction of from 3,000 to 5,000 barrels- 
per-day has been attributed to the 
program. This is a considerable 
amount, in view of the fact that over 
35,000,000 barrels of oil have already 
been produced from these same wells 
and the field is in a partially depleted 
State. 


Comparison of decline rates in 12 
wells which had been completed or 
recompleted in the same zones by both 
water base then oil base methods indi- 
cated a 23.4 per cent decline in the 
first year following completion for 





water base muds and a 15.5 per cent 
decline in the first year for oil base 
type muds. 


Lifting and collecting costs have 
been lowered from a high of over 50 
cents per barrel to the present averave 
of 26 cents per barrel, with the laticr 
figure affected adversely by continu:d 
work necessary on older water base 
wells and by the general increase in 
wages and prices. Reduction in well 
work is illustrated by reduction in we! 
servicing units from a peak of four 
and sometimes five hoists on 24-hour 
duty, seven days a week in 1946 and 
1947 to present operations of two 
hoists on 16-hour duty five days a 
week. 


Streamlined and closely supervised 
drilling operations have resulted in 
present average redrill costs of ap- 
proximately $26,000 per well. Payout 
of redrill expenditure has been made 
in less than one year in the majority 
of wells. 


Increased gas production, while per- 
haps an incidental result, has been con- 
siderable. Total gas production has 
increased from 25,000,000 cubic feet 
per month to over 125,000,000 cubic 
feet per month. Where before barely 
sufficient gas was available to meet 
pumping engine and treating plant 
requirements, there is now an excess 
available for sale resulting in an in- 
creased income of around $15,000 per 
month. 


In many instances the length of time 


between periodic cleaning of produc-. 


tion and stock tanks has been extend- 
ed as much as 3 to 4 times, indicating 
a corresponding reduction in the 
amount of silt being produced. While 
reduction in initial silt and sand move- 
ment can be attributed to the use of 
oil base type drilling fluids, the con- 
tinued production of lesser amounts is 
more than likely due to the production 
control exercised and the reduction in 
wash work being performed. 
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Perfect for Work-over Rigs 
GUIBERSON 


BLOWOUT PREVENTER 


with Chain Drive 








@ This work-over special is also 


ideal for small hole drilling. TYPE A 
e Chain Drive provides tight seal BLOWOUT PREVENTER 
with one man operation. MANUAL DRIVE 





e Two Types—A for working 
pressures to 3000 psi (6000 psi test) 
—7%” opening. 


B for working pressures to 2000 
psi (4000 psi test )—-9-1/16” opening. 


© Short and compact design—body 
is only 1114” high. 


e Keeps well head equipment 
close to ground. 


* Designed to use two preventers 

in combination without need 

of flanged adapters. 

e Connecting tie bolts and nuts 


furnished at no extra cost on original 
sale of dual preventers. 





FIRST ISSUE, JANUARY, 1953 Page 3 








a 


ae 


Well, shiver our timbers, here we 
are again, literally worn to a frazzle 
from participation in the strenuous 
season of peace on earth and goodwill 
to men. There is just nothing in this 
world that can wear a fellow down 
like peace on earth and goodwill, and 
it is certainly a welcome relief to get 
back once more to the normal proc- 
esses of bickering and being down- 
right nasty to people. And, by the 
way, somehow we have a faint sus- 
picion that the Christmas giving idea 
was inspired by a merchant who had 
too much surplus stock and was will- 
ing to sell it for twice the price he 
usually asked, just to get rid of it. It 
wasn't nearly so bad when we were 
young—and when a man prefaces his 
remarks with a statement like that, 
you can bet your life he is beginning 
to worry about his age. 
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Anyway, when we were a boy, just 
after the Civil War, we always hung 
up a stocking over the mantel on 
Christmas Eve, and next morning 
were thrilled silly to get an apple, an 
orange, and a new penny. Later, as 
we reached manhood (Cries of ‘Oh, 
yeah.”) we were usually the Yuletide 
recipient of four items—two armbands 
and two garters. Now, a sixteen-year- 
old boy thinks Santa Claus is nothing 
but an old skinflint if, on Christmas 
morning, he doesn’t find a 1953 con- 
vertible under the tree. But enough of 
this balderdash, let’s be about our knit- 
ting! 





Last issue we were too crowded to 
even mention the two big social events 
of the year, the Wildcat conventicle 
with all its rotes and ramifications, 
and the Emsco-Youngstown feast at 
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ducing formation. 


JEL-OIL OIL MUDS PROVIDE 


A completion mud which permits no water to enter the pro- 


Exceptionally low filter loss under all drilling conditions. 


Proper easily controlled Jel strength and good suspension. 


BROWN MUD COMPANY 


COMPLETE DRILLING MUD SERVICE 


AUTHORIZED MAGCOBAR DEALER 
DAY and NIGHT SERVICE 


MAIN OFFICE 
4606 W. 18th St. 
LOS ANGELES 19, CALIF. 
YORK 7494 — WY 6133 





VENTURA 
Miller 3-8168 





BAKERSFIELD 
2-6410 
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the Ambassador which is without 
doubt the oil industry’s most effective 
demonstration of the imbibitory and 
gustatory arts. With respect to the 
Wildcat affair, the Geis thespians did 
themselves proud. Bill’s most recent 
opus, “The $64 Question,” was well 
staged and was liberally spiced with 
the sort of innuendo and detraction 
that oil men like to hear, at least once 
in a while. Bill Pemberton was his 
customary suave self at the micro- 
phone and did a first-class job as a 
glorified Mr. Interlocutor. Other stars 
of this outstanding production were 
Russ Green who, as Ted Petersen, 
couldn’t get away without another ren- 
dering of the highly classical Tool- 
pusher song which has become almost 
a Christmas tradition with the Wild- 
cats ; Bill Eggleston who bared his tor- 
so to the wintry blast and distributed 
floral largesse like a woodland nymph 
in his exaggerated caricature of Bob 
Minckler; Ken Faulkner, certainly a 
regal figure as, in purple and ermine, 
he interpreted the Charlie Jones role; 
Ed Stroud, in a Diamond Jim Brady 
outfit, did a sleek George Cohan ver- 
sion of Gene Starr; C. H. “Yehudi” 
Tuttle, the noted violinist and gin- 
rummy impresario, who did a lifelike 
representation of Henry Salvatori; 
and Basil Kantzer, disclosing further 
talent in a fine resonant baritone, as 
he delineated that distinguished per- 
son, himself. 


Also in the cast were Bill Brooks, 
one of the daddies of the Wildcat 
movement, who gave an admirable im- 
personation of the Kaliph of Cuyama, 
Frank Morgan; Tom Sherman, who 
has the finely chiseled features, facial, 
that is, to do a female part, nonethe- 
less did right well as Rollin Eckis ; Mel 
Sheppard, ideally equipped to play the 
matinee idol, also made a nice substi- 
tute for a nice guy, Mason Hill; Ho- 
mer Steiny, the kingpin of Stanford 
alumni, depicted what we assume was 
a mythical character—a geologist who 
didn’t have a dime; Stan Natcher, a 
chap with a voice and presence that 
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WILMINGTON, CALIFORNIA. The Crude 
Distillation and Vacuum Flashing Unit recently 
added during Union Oil’s $2612 million refinery expansion 
program at Wilmington was designed, engineéred and constructed 
by the Fluor Corporation, Ltd. Fluor also built many of 
the offsite facilities and interconnecting pipelines within 
the specified time and allocation. This is another example 
of Fluor’s ability to handle any phase of petroleum 
refining, large or small. Fluor’s record of achievements 
in designing and erecting facilities for gasoline recovery, 
gas treating and transmission, for the processing 
industries and the production of petrochemicals 
is also universally recognized. 
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THE FLUOR CORPORATION. LTO. 
LOS ANGELES 22, CALIFORNIA 
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HIS GARDENING HAS AN ELEMENT 
OF SURPRISE 

William Russell Wardner Jr., manager of 
the Conservation Committee of California 
Oil Producers, was born in Kansas City. 
Mo., but led a nomadic life for the first few 
years of his sojourn on this effete planet. 
His dad was a mining engineer so the 
family for a time lived in mining camps in 
Arizona, Nevada, Utah, or any other area 


that seemed to offer possibilities of produc-, 


tion. However, Wardner, the elder, finally 
wearied of his own peregrinations and set- 
tled down in Los Angeles about 1910. He 
promptly became involved in the oil busi- 
ness up Bakersfield way where son, Wil- 
liam, began preparing himself for his fu- 
ture struggle with the fates by enrolling 
at the old Toltec school in the Kern River 
oil fields. Thus he became early and thor- 
oughly indoctrinated with the petrolic 
virus. Later he returned to Los Angeles to 
attend high school and go on to USC 
whence he was graduated in 1927. 
During summer vacations, young Ward- 
ner worked in the oil fields, mostly on en- 
gineering survey crews, but after gradua- 
tion, he attached himself to Western Oil 
& Refining Company. When overproduction 
became a serious industry problem in 1929, 
he began work for Paul Grimm, Umpire 








for the Santa Fe Springs field, and \\--n 
the statewide conservation program -»as 
adopted in 1931, with Neal Anderso:. as 
State Umpire, Bill Wardner became a ; =rt 
of the organization, serving as assistaz: ‘o 
R. E. “Bob” Allen. Subsequently, he ser» +d 
under Umpires, J. R. Pemberton, Lawre:::¢ 
Vander Leck, and L. P. St. Clair. Now. us 
manager of the Conservation Commit':e, 
he has completed over 23 years in this 
specialized endeavor, and is widely and 
favorably known for his good works. The 
annual reviews of California crude »il 
production, compiled and released under 
his direction, are bits of reportorial exc~l- 
lence that most of us accept all too ccs- 
ually. 

Bill is a publicity-shy sort of chap who 
nonetheless has all the attributes that 
make for good copy. He has a friendly 
way about him, is as sympathetic as they 
come, and is an always interesting conver- 
sationalist. On divers occasions we have 
debated the world’s difficulties with him 
and have to our own satisfaction resolved 
some mighty profound problems. His hob- 
by is landscaping his new home out in 
East Whittier, where he finds in gardening 
an element of surprise that is most reward- 
ing—the surprise being what comes up 

from what he plants. 





might have made him a successful TV 7 


commentator, gave his all, and it was 
plenty, in behalf of Bill Travers; and 
Joe Jensen, who has been on the busi- 
ness end of a broom in the last six- 
teen Wildcat plays, got a promotion 
and this time appeared as a messenger. 


It was all good clean fun and it was 
obvious that the big audience fully 
enjoyed every minute of it. Bill Geis 
is certainly to be complimented on his 
ability to come up year after year with 
a new and interesting twist on the pe- 
troleum picture. That in itself would 


be accomplishment enough for one 
who could devote all of his time to 
such matters, but Bill did it while he 
was simultaneously making eight mil- 
lions more or less and fighting for 
higher crude prices for the industry. 
Wherefor we unhesitatingly award 
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the very finest tools. 


how to avoid it. 





BEWARE 


IMITATIONS 


(a Cavins Co. Product) 


There is no substitute for know-how and 
honesty of purpose. Our know-how comes 
from a, quarter century experience in the oil 
tool business and our purpose is to give you 


-You'll find both of them built solidly into 
the ADVANCE AUTOMATIC AIR-POW- 
ERED TUBING SPIDER, the first and only 
complete tool of its kind. Don’t get stuck with 
an imitation—our bulletin No. TS-52 tells you 


Aduance Oil Tool Co. 


2853 Cherry Ave., Long Beach 6, Calif., Ph. 485-64 
Mid-Continent Rep.: Hillman-Kelley 
Export Rep.: Roland E. Smith 








PERFORATION 
SWAB 


The Cavins perforation 
swab is run on a sand line or 
drilling line. This tool provides 
an easy yet very effective 
method of washing and flushing 
perforations or agitating mud 
solvents and other chemicals. 


It can be run into any 
amount of fluid without danger 
of overloading. Lateral by-pass 
holes in the mandrel below the 
cup jets the well fluid directly 
against perforations when the 
swab is pulled up. 


Ask any Cavins agent or 
inquire directly to: 


THE CAVINS 
COMPANY 


MAIN OFFICE AND FACTORY 
2853 Cherry Avenue, Long Beach 6, Calif. 
Phone 4-8564 
BRANCHES 
Ventura, Phone Miller 3-6767 
Santa Maria, Phone 5-4163 
Bakersfield, Ph. 4-6860 + Taft, Ph. 5-5319 
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ERE’S WILSON'S answer 
4 to landing requirements 
when cellar space is at a pre- 
mium! Completely redesigned 
to gain maximum vertical cel- 
lar space, this assembly is tested at 4,000 
Ib. pressure, providing a safety factor twice 
its rated working pressure of 2,000 Ibs. As 
on all Wilson Landing Equipment, this as- 
sembly includes the Full Opening Feature; 
compact, Unitized Packing Assemblies; In- 
dividual Slip Suspension on each casing 
string with weight applied to Separate 
Flanges. Available in one, two or three 
string suspension types, delivered from 
stock. Special landing assemblies built to 
order. Write or phone for details today ! 


UAL 


witson ” 4 I 
Cellavdpace , 


MIStR 















At 


Hydraulically tested at double rated work- 
ing pressure. Precision built to A. P. I. 
standards throughout. Magnaflux tested for 
complete elimination of invisible defects. 







WILSON TUBING HEADS are avail- 
able with either screw or flange type 
connections to casing head as well 
as on side outlets. If flange connec- 
tions to casing head are preferred, 
overall height of assembly can be 
altered by lengthening or shortening 
surface string riser. 


NIPPLE RISER between casing head 
and tubing head permits raising or 
lowering head to align with Christ- 
mas tree hookups. 


ADDITIONAL SPOOLS, built 
to A.P.I. Standards, may 
be stacked to accommo- 
date required number of 
casing strings. 

SHORT CELLAR REQUIRE- 
MENTS. Vertical height 
from floor to casing head 
flange measures only 18”. 
By welding casing head 
directly to base without 
surface string riser even 
lower cellar space require- 
ments result. 


SURFACE STRING RISER can be cut 
to obtain any desired overall height 
of complete assembly. Where wells 
are exceptionally deep and casin; 

weight is abnormal, an addition 

special sleeve is available for inserting 
around waterstring, thustransferring 
weight to flange base directly below. 


SPLIT FLANGE BASE permits easier 
installation in cramped working 
areas. 


Oo 











There is no greater ASSURANCE OF SAFETY than a WILSON! 
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816 N. Ventura Ave., 


VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 


Phone Miller 3-5407 
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him the California Petroleum Cross, 
with clusters. 





Getting back now to the Emsco- 
Youngstown party at the Ambassador, 
this is certainly a demonstration of 
hospitality at its very best. Ever since 
we were first privileged to attend these 
annual affairs we have been much im- 
pressed by the total lack of obtrusive 
advertising, and the complete feeling 
of genuine friendliness that pervades 
the atmosphere. There was no change 
on this occasion: From the minute we 
were convoyed into the tastefully dec- 
orated Embassy Room by Ernie 
Fowks until the dousing of the lights 
indicated that it was all over we were 
busier than a first string quarterback 
at a College prom. We were greeted 
warmly by a succession of Emsco and 
Youngstown executives who gave the 
impression of being genuinely pleased 
to have us in attendance, and there- 
after met other industry people of 
consequence by the dozens. 

We can’t begin to mention all the 
names but we were pleased no end to 
shake hands with such eminent Ems- 
conians as Hugh Glen, Dick Powell, 
Bill Kinder, all the way from Garland, 
Texas, Dave Carnahan, Steve David- 
son, Buck Buchanan, and a raft of 
others to whom we must apologize for 
our poor memory. And from Youngs- 
town Steel .Products, we recall pleas- 
ant exchanges with Jack Crawford, 
Jack Schmid, Dick Whelan, Charlie 
McClure, and a number of their aides 
and associates, to all of whom along 
with the Emsco people we are deeply 
grateful for an evening of unalloyed 
pleasure and profoundly apologetic 
for not being a little more zealous in 
searching out names. 


Incidentally, just prior to the open- 
ing of the aforesaid convocation, a 
special tribute was paid to Steve Da- 
vidson by a number of his Emsco as- 
sociates. Steve retired from active 
daily participation in company affairs 
some 10 years ago but in the mean- 
time has remained active on the board 
of directors. His recent relinquish- 
ment of this directorate was the rea- 
son for the nice get-together at which 
he was presented two testimonial 
plaques and the good wishes of all 
assembled. Steve’s son, Bill, a trainee 
with Standard Oil Company of Cali- 
fornia, was a special guest at the pres- 
entation ceremony. 

Just before going to the Wildcat 
show, along with Ches Braly, we 


Page 8 





H. H. Roberts 


went up to the Pittsburg Steel Com- 
pany office at the Statler and paid our 
respects to Wallace Rowe, the distin- 
guished looking prexy, and his amiable 
aide, Earl Cater. We used to cross 
cues with Earl in an occasional joust 
of three-cushion billiards at the Ath- 
letic Club, during iunch hours some 
years ago, but, of course, nobody has 
time for any such relaxing diversion 
in these hectic days. We are all too 
busy hardening our arteries! Anyway, 
while we were up in the Pittsburg 
suite we encountered many fine folk, 
including Ray Zell, the up-and-coming 
purchasing chap from Union Oil Com- 
pany; Judge Saatjian, the friendly 
Texas Company executive ; Bill Bates, 
the Shell drilling chief; Bill Chon- 
ette, The Texas Company dry fly fish- 





George Murray, Jr. 





erman ; Dan Johnston, the drilling w’: ; 
from Signal Oil & Gas Compan 
Buck Weaver, Union’s manager | 
purchases, and a solid citizen by eve + 
measure ; Bert Kelly, another purcha: - 
ing biggie, from the Richfield Corp - 
ration; and Doug Graham, the trave - 
ingest drilling contractor in the bus’- 
ness. 


ave N 


or 





From the Pittsburg office we traipse | 
over to the WOGA deal at the Cal'- 
fornia Club and said hello to all the 
Wildcats before they climbed into their 
respective disguises. It is also useless 
to attempt to name names at this de- 
lightful soiree. Here we seemed to 
meet everybody of consequence in the 
industry and had a lovely time flitting 
hither and yon like an uncertain but- 
terfly in a profusely blooming flower 
bed. It was a bit strange not to have 
the pleasure of a few words with Dave 
Kilgour. For the past twenty years, 
Dave had been the Sherman Billingsley 
of this affair and many a time after it 
was all over we had driven home to- 
gether, discussing what a good thing 
it was to be an oil man and to be as- 
sociated with such grand people. If 
people are really conscious of what 
goes on in this world after they have 
quitclaimed their own earthly hold- 
ings, we'll bet that Dave is a keen 
observer of the Wildcat play and its 
attendant festivities. 





We were sure pleased to hear of 
Bob Roberts’ recent boost. Nobody 
in the business of cultivating public 
confidence through the medium of the 
press could do a better job than he has 
done for his company in this area over 
the years. Bob is known and, more 
important, is liked by almost every 
newspaper man in Southern Califor- 
nia and that sort of reputation and 
acquaintance are not easy to acquire. 
It takes years of patient application 
and pleasant relationships to become 
accepted as Bob has, and as he con- 
tinues ahead with his enlarged pro- 
gram’ and increased responsibilities, 
we wish him good health, good luck, 
and many more years of the same sat- 
isfying results that have rewarded his 
efforts over the past 35 years. 





All of which reminds us that George 
Murray, Jr., the natty New Yorker 
who functions so capably here as pub- 
lic relations representative for Tide 
Water Associated Oil Company, has 
just received a well earned recognition 
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of his unique understanding of the 
multi-faceted smog problem. George 
has been appointed 1953 chairman of 
the statewide Industrial Waste Com- 
mittee of the California Manufactur- 
ers’ Association, and we commend the 
CMA on its apt choice. It is doubtful 
if anyone in this area has more stu- 
diously and zealously dug into the 
whys and wherefores of the smog situ- 
ation than George Murray. And this 
is no transient interest either. From 
the first moment that smog became a 
subject of open controversy, he has 
been both interested and concerned 
and it would be difficult to find a man 
anywhere in the west who is so com- 
pletely informed on the total problem. 
Again we congratulate CMA on its 
wise selection! 





Harry Buchanan, member of a 
famed oil family, and currently super- 
intendent of field operations for Bell 
& Burden, is a quiet, unassuming sort 
of chap, but those who ought to know 
tell us that he is really a topnotch 
operator. He was born in the historic 
town of Santa Barbara but before he 
had quite become accustomed to his 
new environment he, with the rest of 
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the Buchanan brood, was moved to 
Bicknell, California, where his father 
was employed by the Western Union 
Oil Company. Later the family moved 
to Whittier and there Harry attended 
high school. He wound up his aca- 
demic preparation for the battle of life 
at a Los Angeles business college and 
then had his first taste of oil field work 
out at Brea with Shell Oil Company. 
Subsequently he was engaged as 
driller by George F. Getty at Santa Fe 
Springs where he functioned during 
the deep drilling activity of 1929-1930. 
He was with KNDA for four years 
and was loaned to Little & Bell to do 
some drilling work. He did this so 
well that he remained loaned until 
1948 by which time Little & Bell had 
blossomed into Loffland Brothers and 
Harry was officiating as drilling su- 
perintendent of the northern division. 
He joined Bell & Burden in June, 
1948, and has been a pretty substantial 
attachment ever since. Harry doesn’t 
get too much chance to indulge his 
hobbies but his favorite pastime is eat- 
ing the ducks that he brings down as 
member of the Cy Bell Duck Club. He 
is so fond of hunting that even when 
he plays golf, which he does occasion- 





ally, he still spends most of the i-ne 
hunting, if you know what I mean. 





We dropped by to see Milt Bar:att 
in his ritzy new office at the Sta’ ler 
the other day and while there had an 
opportunity to say hello to Charlie 
Hale, the livewire president of Great 
Lakes Oil & Chemical Company, who 
had just phoned from Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Charlie seems to be 
real thrilled over the prospect of movy- 
ing the headquarters of his company 
to Los Angeles. In the meantime the 
complete absorption of the Cleveland 
Oil Company properties and systems 
has been consummated and as of Jan- 
uary 1, 1953, Great Lakes Oil & 
Chemical Company began operations 
in its name out here. We are told 
that big plans are in prospect for Cali- 
fornia operations, of which we expect 
to hear more when the president comes 
to Los Angeles in mid-January. 





Neal Williams, the new manager of 
Monterey Oil Company’s land depart- 
ment, is a personable young chap who, 
besides being so well versed in the 
diverse phases of the lands and leasing 
business, has extra-curricular interests 
that ought to make him a popular citi- 
zen. Particularly he has engaged with 
marked success in little theater work, 
in which connection he has directed 
shows in New York and Oklahoma, 
and has participated in many more. He 


was, and perhaps still is, a director of 


the Compton Little Theater group. 





K. S. Ross Completes Extensive 
Business Trip Throughout 
Latin American Oil Territories 

Kenneth S. Ross, well-known Ex- 
port Manager for Baash-Ross Tool 
Company, recently returned from an 
extensive business trip which in- 
cluded most of the major oil terri- 
tories in Latin America. 

Principal areas visited included 
East and West Venezuela, Colom- 
bia, Central America and Mexico 
where Ken covered not only the 
main offices of the major oil com- 
panies, but also the more remote 
field operations frequently missed 
by representatives from the States. 

Ken reports a wide interest in 
Baash-Ross products among South 
American operators and forecasts a 
continued growth of the already 
substantial sales volume enjoyed by 
the company in export business. 
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Wyoming 

Sinclair Oil and Gas Co. has found 
encouraging shows in the Dinwoody 
formation at its No. 1 Unit, North 
Sand Draw in Fremont County. On 
a drill stem test 25 feet of 35.5 grav- 
ity oil and 125 feet of oil cut mud con- 
taining about 5 per cent oil were re- 
covered. The Dinwoody was topped 
at 10,256 feet and the test was at the 
interval 10,308-10,318. Operator at 
last report was planning to core ahead 
to the Phosphoria and possibly would 
test the Tensleep before making fur- 
ther tests of the Dinwoody. The Din- 
woody is the upper portion of the 
Embar formation. Sinclair’s wildcat 
is located in sw se sw of sec. 21-33n- 
95w and is midway between the 
Beaver Creek and Big Sand Draw 
fields. Both the Phosphoria and the 
Tensleep have been productive. in the 
Big Sand Draw. 

Continental Oil Co. has drilled to a 
total depth of 12,877 feet at its No. 1 
Unit, c ne ne sw 24-50n-82w, four 
miles south of Buffalo in Johnson 
County, but has found no shows at this 
writing. Stuck drill pipe recently was 
hampering operations. 

Williston Oil and Gas Co. of Cas- 
per announced it would drill a second 
wildcat in Johnson County, west of 
production in the West Sussex field. 
It will be a Shannon test. Company’s 
No. 1 Government was plugged and 
abandoned at a total depth of 2506 
feet after failing to find production 
in the Sussex or Shannon. 

Sinclair Oil and Gas has brought 
in an extension of the Happy Springs 
field in Fremont County with its No. 
14 Unit, se sw se 4-28n-93w. Produc- 
tion was rated at 1392 barrels of oil 
daily from the Dakota, which was 
topped at 4514 feet. 

California Co. ‘will drill to the Madi- 
son, expected at about 11,000 feet, 
at its Park County wildcat, No. 1 
Corbett Unit, sw se nw 27-53n- 
100w. Operator was drilling around 
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1800 feet at last report. 

J. Ray McDermott & Co. is drilling 
a Morrison test in northeastern Go- 
shen County on a farmout from The 
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California Co. There has been little 
previous drilling in the area. McDer- 
mott’s test is the No. 1 Baldwin, ne ne 
ne 1-29n-61w. 

In Campbell County, F. Kirk John- 
son’s Duck Creek test, No. 1 Govern- 
ment, was shut down and waiting on 
orders. It was drilled to 6140 feet 
total depth and plugged back to 5700 
feet for a test of the Muddy. 


Montana 

Sun Oil Co. and Phillips Petroleum 
found shows in the Mission Canyon 
formation at their No. 1 Dynneson, 32- 
24n-58e, 12 miles northwest of Sid- 
ney. The Mission Canyon (Madison) 
was topped at 9020 feet. Operator 
was last reported drilling ahead below 
9350 feet. The test is in Richland 
County. 

The No. 1 Nuhring of Los Nietos- 
Hancock-Signal in Daniels County 
was waiting on orders after plugging 
back to 6110 feet. Some shows had 
been found in the Madison and De- 
vonian but swabbing of the interval 
6050-97 feet was unproductive. The 
well has been watched closely because 
of shows in a test across the Canadian 
border. 

Shell Oil Co. will drill a wildcat in 
the Cabin Creek area of Fallon Coun- 
ty. Test will be the No. 22-33 Unit, 
ne se nw 33-10n-58e. It is of par- 
ticular interest because of discoveries 
by Shell in the Little Beaver and Pine 
areas, both in the same general area, 
in Wibaux County. 

Shell’s No. 23-19, a Pine Unit dis- 
covery in Wibaux County, flowed 386 
barrels of oil from the interval 8610- 
23 feet. Production may be from the 
Silurian, which also is productive in 
the Southwest Richey area of McCone 
County, but there has been’ no official 
announcement concerning the forma- 
tion. 


North Dakota 
Stanolind Oil and Gas Co. prepared 
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to plug back and perforate higher in 
the Mission Canyon at its No. 1 James 
Brusichs in Slope County after testing 
salt water with a slight amount of 
oil. The wildcat was drilled to 11,521 
feet total depth and plugged back to 
8690 and swabbed through perfora- 
tions at 8592-8600 feet. Operator re- 
covered 372 barrels of fluid estimated 
to contain three to four per cent oil. 
During drilling operations there was a 
promising show on drill stem test of 
the same interval. 

The California Co. will drill an 
extension in the Tioga area of Mount- 
rail County, the No. 1 Ole Fossaa, 
19-158n-94w. The Tioga area of 
Mountrail and Williams Counties has 
become increasingly active, with Am- 
erada Petroleum recently completing 
three producers in the sector. Several 
other locations have been staked there 
and in the Beaver Lodge field. 

Most active current wildcatting is 
credited to Bottineau County. The 
No. 1 Berentson of Brooks-Smith is 
pumping 90 barrels of fluid, of which 
25 per cent is oil, per day. 


Utah 

Three States Natural Gas Co. en- 
countered an estimated flow of 14,- 
000,000 cubic feet of gas per day at its 
Utah Fuel No. 8, in the Clear Creek 
field, sw sw 18-13s-7e, in Carbon 
County. The well is sévéral miles 
north of the field discovery and pro- 
vides indication of a large field. Three 
States has drilled several wells in the 
area. Utah Natural Gas will build a 
transmission line to transport the gas 
to Salt Lake Valley. 

In Grand County the Glen M. Ruby 
No. 1 Unit recovered oil at a total 
depth of 7438 feet. The flow was re- 
ported at five barrels per hour. The 
well, located at se nw nw 11-26s-19e, 
will test the Devonian expected at 
about 8100 feet. 

On a drill stem test of its No. 2 
Unit in Duchesne County, The Cali- 
fornia Co. recovered 330 feet of oil 
and 95 feet of oil cut mud at the 
interval 4230-90 feet. Further testing 
was in progress. The test is at Ante- 
lope Creek and production from the 
Basal Green River. Location is c ne 
30-10s-15e (SLM). 

Carter Oil Co. suspended operations 
at its No. 1 Moon c sw se 8-4s-3w 
(USM) in Duchesne County when 
production dropped to five barrels per 
day. 
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Colorado 

Twenty miles northeast of the Coal- 
mont Anticline discovery in Jackson 
County, the No. 1 Carl D. Johnson 
of Placid Oil is being watched closely. 
The well was drilled to a total depth 
of 8,115 feet but was plugged back 
for testing of intervals slightly below 
3,000 feet. No shows have been re- 
ported thus far. The anticline area 
discovery, the M. E. Davis wildcat, 
was installing pump. Hiawatha Oil 
and Gas-Penn-Ohio’s No. 1-25 Gov- 
ernment, in the same general area, 
was drilling below 6,350 feet and 
heading for the Frontier. 


In northwestern Colorado, Carter 
Oil Co. was drilling ahead around 
9,000 feet after recovering gas on 
drill stem test of the Mesa Verde at 
the interval 8625-90 feet. The well 
is the No. 1 Anna P. Olson, nw ne ne 
9-7n-93w, in Moffat County. 


Warren Petroleum Co. was _ plan- 
ning further tests of the D sand at 
its No. 1 Crisman in Adams County. 
The well was plugged back after drill- 
ing to the Morrison at 7977 feet. 
Shows were found in the D sand at 
7573-86 feet, but the J sand was un- 
productive. The well, at sw nw se 
6-26-63w, is in the Denver-Julesburg 
Basin. Wildcatting continues active in 
the basin, but no new discoveries have 
been recently reported. 


Nebraska 

On a drill stem test of the Muddy 
sand, Stanolind Oil and Gas Co.’s 
No. 1 Harley Long in Kimball County 
encountered oil and gas cut mud. 
Operator was last reported coring 
around 6300 feet. The wildcat is 
south of the Enders field and is lo- 
cated at s%4 n¥4 sw ne 25-13n-55w. 

In the Long field, also in Kimball 
County, Stanolind found production 
in both the D and J sands and is 
pumping 135 barrels of oil per day 
from both formations at its No. 1 
State, se ne se 16-12n-55w. 

Forest Oil Co. of Denver was pre- 
paring to complete its No. 1 Marcum 
wildcat in Kimball County after find- 
ing oil on test of the D sand. Ona 
two-hour drill stem test operator re- 
covered 230 feet of free oil, 120 feet 
of mud cut oil and 270 feet of water. 
No production was found in the J 
sand. The well is southwest of the 
Enders pool and is located at nw nw 


nw 27-13n-55w. 


New Mexico 

Phillips Petroleum Co. had sever.| 
wells near completion in western R'> 
Arriba County as part of its progra:1 
to evaluate holdings. The progra:i 
will determine the extent of gas re- 
serves. 


Western Canada 

The Stanolind-Imperial St. Albert 
Unit No. 1 west of St. Albert was 
being readied for production after 
drill stem tests recovered a flow of 
light crude oil as high as 74 barrels 
an hour from the D3 Devonian reei, 
which was topped at 4645 feet. Oper- 
ator previously encountered a flow of 
light green crude from the D2, topped 
at 4311 feet. The same well flowed 
gas in the Viking and Ostracod forma- 
tions and showed gas and oil in the 
Basal Quartz prior to the D2 discov- 
ery. Gas also was recovered from the 
D3 zone. 

Merrill-Mitmor and Associates have 
recovered good oil and gas production 
at their No. 5-1 in the Erskine area 
of Alberta. Operator found wet gas 
in the D3 reef, which was topped at 
5327 feet, and after coring 66 feet in 
that zone estimated an oil pay zone 
of 38 feet in depth. The well had pre- 
viously yielded 11,400,000 cubic feet 
of gas per day from the Lower Cre- 
taceous, and some crude oil was found 
along with the initial gas discovery. 
Testing of the gas cap in the D3 reef 
brought an estimated flow of 5,700,000 
cubic feet per day with some distillate. 
In a drill stem test of the interval 
5363-5378 feet, oil production was 
estimated at 60 barrels per hour, with 
gas production at 400,000 cubic feet 
per day. 

A search for natural gas in Alberta 
by Canadian Delhi Oil Co. has result- 
ed in the discovery of oil at the com- 
pany’s Delhi-Britalta Winchell Coulee 
No. 1, which is 45 miles northwest 
of Calgary. Production was found in 
the Madison lime at 10,692 feet and 
operator planned to run casing and 
perforate in order to evaluate the dis- 
covery. The well had pfeviously yield- 
ed wet gas in the Cardium sandstone. 

Texaco Exploration Co. has dis- 
closed plans for constructing a $2,000,- 
000 absorption plant in the vicinity 
of Edmonton. The plant would han- 
dle wet gas from the Wizard Lake, 
Bonnie Glen and Pigeon Lake fields. 
Start of construction awaits a permit 
from the Alberta Conservation Board. 
Other applications for absorption 
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plants in the Edmonton area have been 
filed by other companies and at last 
report were awaiting the board’s de- 
cision. 

Sohio Petroleum Co. and Socony 
Vacuum Exploration Co. have entered 
into an agreement whereby Socony 
has acquired a half interest in 5,000,- 
000 acres held by Sohio. Socony, 
which will operate the acreage, will 
undertake a three-year exploration 
and drilling program. 


Personals 

Harold Mosher of Casper has re- 
signed his position as geologist with 
the Sohio Co. to launch his own busi- 
ness as a consulting geologist. 

Changes announced by The Texas 
Co. include promotion of H. E. Chris- 
tensen to assistant division manager 
at Denver. F. D. Bode is transferred 
from Los Angeles to become division 
geologist at Denver, and S. A. Ber- 
thiaume goes to Houston to become 
assistant to the general manager of 
the producing department. 

J. R. McWilliams will become an 
independent consultant and will have 
headquarters at Tulsa. He recently 
resigned as vice president of the Car- 


ter Oil Co. in charge of the Rocky 
Mountain division. 


Four Wells—One Location 

One oil well that has covered a 
lot of territory, literally and figura- 
tively, is Wright-Bloemer No. 1, a 
17-year-old producer in the Moun- 
tain View field near Bakersfield. 

Four wells from one location is 
the story of the Wright-Bloemer 
well. Originally drilled in 1935, the 
well has since been redrilled three 
times. And three out of the four 
times the well has produced oil, 
which isn’t a bad record in any 
league. 

Jergins Oil Company was _ the 
original operator. Jergins drilled the 
hole in the boom days at Mountain 
View and a drift caused the hole 
to bottom about 100 feet north of 
the surface location. Production was 
commercial but didn’t measure up 
to expectations, so Jergins redrilled, 
bottoming the hole about 400 feet 
southwest of the surface location. 

Initial production from the Santa 
Margarita sand was 1500 barrels a 
day, and Jergins proceeded to pro- 
duce almost half a million barrels 
of oil from the well during the next 


15 years, When production droppe |, 
Jergins redrilled again, this tine 
bottoming the hole about 200 fest 
southeast of the surface location aid 
in a different zone. Mechanical fa:!- 
ure prevented completion. 

Recently Roy and Chester Dollcy 
and Harold C. Morton took over and 
redrilled Wright-Bloemer No. 1 once 
again. This time the hole was bot- 
tomed about 100 feet south of the 
surface location of the derrick. 

Soon after the new redrill job— 
third for the well—Wright-Bloemer 
No. 1 was back on production again, 
flowing 201 barrels a day of clean 
33-gravity crude oil through a 12/64 
inch bean. The old producer shows 
every promise of a long and profit- 
able producing life. 

If and when the well’s production 
drops again, operators will still have 
one possibility left. They could go 
straight down. In all the well’s 17 
years, that’s never been tried before! 


The 70th member of Southern 
Counties Gas Company to enter mili- 
tary service since hostilities began in 
Korea is Gerald E. Myer of the east- 
ern division operating department. 
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Write for Technical information concerning your problem. 


G0 A. R. MAAS CHEMICAL CO. 


Division of Victor Chemical Works 4 
4570 Ardine Street, South Gate, Calif. 
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One of the ten gauges used on the panel 
above ... specially designed for Emsco 


we 


VITAL JOB FOR GAUGES 
.. only the hes can mearinre fe Lot 


i panel board is the nerve center of the rig... 
and those ten pressure gauges actually guide every 
move of the operator. This is no place to take chances 
on instruments of questionable quality; so the manu- 
facturer of the rig—Emsco Derrick & Equipment Co. 
—has chosen the gauges that have proved worthy of 
this kind of trust . . . Marsh Gauges. 

The choice of Marsh instruments by manufacturers 
of highest quality equipment in which pressure indi- 


cation plays a vital part, is a familiar story. And the 
reason for this preference is equally familiar to every- 
one who has rubbed elbows with those dependable 
Marsh Gauges that are doing their job so supremely 
well wherever oil flows. 

Marsh Gauges have been accorded top preference 
in the petroleum industry because they have set new 
standards all their own. Ask your supply house for 
facts or write for bulletins. 


MARSH INSTRUMENT CO. Soles affiliate of Jas. P. Marsh Corporation Dept. 41, Skokie, III. 
HOUSTON BRANCH PLANT: 1121 Rothwell St., Sect. 15, Houston, Texas 
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Spaght Named Executive 
Vice Pres. of Shell 

Dr. M. E. Spaght, president of 
the Shell Development Company of 
Emeryville, has been appointed to 
the newly created position of ex- 
ecutive vice president of the Shell 
Oil Company, it was announced re- 
cently by president H. S. M. Burns. 


Dr. M. E. Spaght 


As president of Shell Development 
since 1949, Spaght has been in charge 
of all Shell research in the United 
States. 

He will be replaced as head of the 
Shell research affiliate by Dr. Harold 
Gershinowitz, presently vice presi- 
dent of Shell Oil Company in charge 
of exploration and production re- 
search. 

Spaght, a native of Eureka, Calif., 
is also a director of the Shell Chem- 
ical Corporation, a director of the 
Stanford Research Institute, and a 
director-at-large of the Armed Forc- 
es Chemical Association. 

He joined Shell in 1933 as a re- 
search chemist at the Martinez re- 
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finery, after receiving his A.B., 
A.M., and Ph.D. degrees from Stan- 
ford University. He also has studied 
at the University of Leipzig. 


Spaght subsequently was trans- 
ferred to Shell’s Wilmington refin- 
ery, and in 1936 was named acting 
department manager there. In 1940, 
he was moved to the San Francisco 
office where he helped coordinate all 
of Shell’s West Coast refining ac- 
tivities during the war years. 


Immediately after the war, he re- 
ceived a leave of absence to serve 
as a member of the United States 
Naval Technical Mission to Europe, 
and as director of the United States 
Strategic Bombing Survey in Japan. 


Gershinowitz is a native of New 
York City, received his B.S. degree 
from the College of the City of New 
York, and his M.A. and Ph.D. from 
Harvard, later continuing in gradu- 
ate research work at Princeton and 
Columbia. Well known in scientific 
circles, he has been with Shell since 
1938. Both Spaght and Gershinowitz 
will make their headquarters in New 
York. 


John C. Beck, 57, died one month 
after retiring from 42 years of serv- 
ice as superintendent of marine termi- 
nals for Union Oil Company at Wil- 
mington. Born at Avila, Beck joined 
the company as a youth and his career 
has been coincidental with tremendous 
changes in the Southern California oil 
industry. He had retired last No- 
vember 30 and made his home at 1116 
Fries Street, Wilmington. 





Oilman Philip S. Potter has pur- 
chased Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
“dream house,’ Top Hill Cottage, 
overlooking the Hudson River. The 
late president used the one-story house 
as a retreat. It is about five miles from 
the Roosevelt estate at Hyde Park, 
New York. Potter is an executive of 
the California Oil Company. 
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Vesper Elected Vice Pres. 
Standard 

Election of Howard G. Vesper as a 
vice president of Standard Oil Com- 
pany of California was announced 
recently by R. G. Follis, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors. 


eae 





Howard G. Vesper 


Vesper, who is president of Cali- 
fornia Research Corporation, Stand- 
ard’s research subsidiary, joined the 
oil company in 1922 following his 
graduation from the California Insti- 
tute of Technology with a degree in 
chemical engineering. 

Following service in research and 
development at Standard’s El Segundo 
Refinery, Vesper worked as a sales- 
man in foreign trade operations in 
New York City and then returned to 
Standard’s manufacturing department. 
He was manager of gasoline and fuel 
oil marketing when he became presi- 
dent of Cal-Research in .1946. 

Vesper is co-holder of several pat- 
ents and a contributor to a number of 
processes and development in petro- 
leum plant operation. He is Chairman 
of the American Petroleum Institute 
Committee ons fundamental research 
on the composition and properties of 
petroleum and also represents API 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 














= *t. a tp "3 


Eg ' — — 





Johnny Baker, Sales 














P. E. “Gene” Gormley, Bakersfield Richard L. Roberts, 
Manager Warehouse 
Bakersfield Bakersfield 


Harold Mears, Manager 
Ventura 





W. E. “Bill’’ Hamlin, Sales 
Los Nietos 










Ralph Burdick, Sales 
Ventura 


Grover Nielsen, 
Manager 
Los Nietos 














Main Office and Plant. Los Nietos 
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as a Director of the Coordinating Re- 
search Council, Inc., a group sponsor- 
ing joint research between the petro- 
leum and automotive industries. 


Promotions at The Fluor 
Corporation, Ltd. 

Mr. M. A. Ellsworth, formerly Vice 
President of the Mid-Continent Area 
for The Fluor Corporation, Ltd., has 
been appointed Vice President and 
Director of Sales for Fluor. 


M. A. Ellsworth 


Mr. Ellsworth will be headquartered 
at Fluor’s main office and plant, Los 
Angeles. The appointment became ef- 
fective December 1, 1952. 

Mr. Ellsworth has been associated 
with Fluor for the past eleven years. 
Before that time he was associated 
with the H. H. Roths Company and 
the Wheeling Steel Company. Mr. 
Ellsworth is a graduate of Oklahoma 
A&M. 

Mr. L. R. Lyon, formerly District 
Engineer for Fluor’s Tulsa District 
Sales Office, has been appointed as 
District Sales Manager of the Tulsa 
office. 


Herman Alber, General Petroleum 
Corporation executive at Los Angeles, 
is reported by friends to have been 
playing golf in a conflicting fashion 
in recent weeks. For instance, while 
playing at the Lakeside Country Club, 
he made a hole in one at the sixth 
hole. But on the seventh hole, Herm’s 
drive soared into a pine tree and never 
did descend. Alber apparently ended 
up with 11 for the hole. 
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One of California’s best known pe- 
troleum consultants, Earl B. Noble, 
has opened new offices in the General 
Petroleum Building at Los Angeles. 
He is specializing in problems relat- 
ing to oil and gas prospecting, evalua- 
tions of producing companies or prop- 
erties and planning or direction of ex- 
ploratory programs. 


When the Western Oil and Gas As- 
sociation recently selected L. L. (Red) 
Aubert as president for the year en- 
suing, it was a choice of one of the 
most respected men in the industry. 
Following his graduation from Stan- 
ford University, Aubert joined Gen- 
eral Petroleum Corporation in Jan- 
uary, 1922, at the Santa Fe Springs 
field. In 1927 the new association 
president was appointed general man- 
ager of Bankline Oil and elevated to 
the presidency of that company in 
1941. Born in San Francisco, Au- 
bert’s great-grandfather on the pater- 
nal side came from Paris, France, 
to the Bay City in 1850 during the 
height of the gold rush. Aubert’s an- 
cestor was a leading jeweler in the 
French capital and he was influenced 
in coming to California by the gold 
strike. The oilman said that his fore- 
bear reasoned that where gold was be- 


ing mined that was where a jeweler 
was sure to prosper. 


Members of the California oil fra- 
ternity were well represented at the 
whopping New Year’s Eve party given 
by Tevis F. Morrow and his wife Co- 
leen at the Mocambo in Los Angeles, 
honoring Al H. Meadows, president 
of General-American Oil Company, 
and Herbert W. Klein of Texas. On 
hand for the festivities were Bob 
Minckler, J. C. Sample, Ed Pauley, 
Red Aubert, Howard Pyle, Bob Lytle 
and many others. 


Robert Calhoun has been named 
executive assistant by President Rob- 
ert Bergman of Ideal Mortgage Com- 
pany, Beverly Hills. Calhoun will 
continue as vice president of the East 
Puente Oil Company in Bakersfield. 


B. E. Devere, president of Path- 
finder Petroleum Company, has re- 
turned to Los Angeles from a trip to 
Europe. While across the Atlantic, 
he motored through Southern France 
and Italy. 


Don Hall Rejoins McCullou sh 


After an absence of two yeirs, 
D. J. (Don) Hall has returned :o 
the McCullough Tool Company in 
the capacity of regional sales m:n- 
ager for the Western and Rocky 
Mountain Divisions. 1 


D. J. (Don) Hall 


Don Hall first joined the McCul- 
lough Tool Company in August, 
1942, as a salesman in the Bakers- 
field area. In 1945 he became sales 
manager of the Bakersfield district. 


In 1950 he joined the Great Lakes 
Corporation as regional manager of 
the California, Rocky Mountain, and 
Canadian Divisions. 


Don Hall obtained his technical 
education the hard way—through 
extension courses at the University 
of Southern California. He has had 
wide and varied experience, having 
served in the drilling, refining, and 
producing divisions of the oil indus- 
try. At present he is a member of 
the Advisory Committee of the Pa- 
cific Coast Central Chapter of the 
A.P.I. and is also a member of the 
Los Angeles Petroleum Club. 


In his new capacity, Don Hall’s 
scope of activity will include all 
phases of sales and sales promotional 
work in the Western and Rocky 
Mountain Divisions. His experience 
and ability will enable the McCul- 
lough Tool Company to give even 
greater service to the oil industry. 
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Executive Changes 
Announced at G.P. 

Five executive changes in the Gen- 
eral Petroleum Corporation were an- 
nounced recently by Robert L. Minck- 
ler, president of the Company. 

John C. Sample, a director of the 
company, has been elected vice presi- 
dent. He will. coordinate the com- 
pany’s manufacturing, pipe line, and 
supply activities. 

R. O. Swayze has been elected vice- 
president and director of production. 
He succeeds M. S. App who is retir- 
ing. 

J. T. Durkee has been elected treas- 
urer and a director, succeeding Wes- 
ley Cunningham, who is also retiring. 
Durkee retains the post of comp- 
troller. 

A. D. Bennison, manager of the oil 
exchange and supply department, has 
been elected director of oil supply. 

A. O. Woll, director of the com- 
pany’s marine department, is also re- 
tiring. No successor director was 
named. 

The three departing directors, App, 
Cunningham, and Woll, are retiring 
under the company’s annuity plan 
which dates back to 1912. App has 
been with General Petroleum for 40 
years, and Cunningham for 34 years. 
Woll has been with General Petroleim 
and affiliated companies for 42 years. 





PAUL L. KARTZKE 
Newly elected vice president of 


Shell Oil Co. 
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Turechek Appointed 
Consulting Engineer 
at Lane-Wells 

In line with the constantly increas- 
ing demand for engineering consulta- 
tion with industry on the problems of 
supplies, explosives and steel, George 
F. Turechek, veteran Lane-Wells ex- 
ecutive, has been appointed to the new- 
ly created post of Consulting Engi- 


George F. Turechek 


neer, according to an announcement 
by Rodney S. Durkee, President. He 
has been one of the most prolific in- 
ventors in the company and his inven- 
tive talents will be fully utilized in this 
new position, since he will be entirely 
freed from administrative duties. Tur- 
echek, the third oldest employee in 
point of seniority, was present at the 
gun perforating of the first oil well by 
Lane-Wells and has watched the com- 
pany grow from a small shop in 1932 


to a great world-wide organization to- 


day with 85 branches in the United 
States, Canada and Venezuela. A grad- 
uate of Drake University, he is the 
author of more than half a hundred 
engineering and scientific articles. As 
chief design engineer, he has super- 
vised more than 5,000 tests on bullets 
and powder combinations, as well as 
thousands of other tests responsible 
for improving Lane-Wells products, 
equipment and services. 


Fred C. Ripley has for the past 
number of months been collaborat- 
ing with R. R. Waterman in testing 
of Mr. Waterman’s Down-the-Hole 
heating equipment. 

Mr. Ripley was formerly with 
Emsco Derrick and Equipment Com- 
pany and later with International 
Derrick and Equipment Company as 
well as having other oil field inter- 
ests. He has been making his head- 
quarters at 2404 West Seventh St. 


On December 23rd, 1952, Hugh 
H. Glen submitted his resignation 
as Chairman of the Board and Di- 
rector of Emsco Derrick & Equip- 
ment Company. 

The Board accepted his resigna- 
tion to be effective December 31, 
1952. 

Mr. Glen was elected Chairman 
of the Board of Emsco last May 
to be effective July 1, after having 
served as president of the company 
since 1939. 


Superior Oil Company’s William 
M. Keck, Sr., has been named to mem- 
bership on the National Petroleum 
Council. Keck is one of 11 new mem- 
bers and joins nine other Californians 
on the industry committee. 





E. W. MASTERS 


Recently named executive assistant to vice 
president S. F. Bowlby of Shell Oil Co. 
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Los Angeles Basin 


Riverside 
Well Logged 

The most recent information from 
S. V. Smith’s Haskell No. 1 explora- 
tory hole on Sec. 35-2s-2w near Riv- 
erside in Riverside County, indicated 
that Schlumberger had been run to 
present bottom of 1325 ft. 





West Coyote 
Test Drills 


Seeking a southeast extension of 
Orange County’s West Coyote field, 
Standard of California’s Sunny Hills 
No. 1 on Sec. 21-3s-10w is drilling 
at 960 ft. Contractor is Dunlap and 
Graham. 


Newhall 
Try Good 

Contractor Atlantic Oil Company 
has given the final touch at 1400 ft. 
to Morton & Dolley’s West No. 2 
test well on Sec. 12-3n-l6w at New- 
hali, Los Angeles County. The well 
started off at the rate of 50 barrels of 
16 gravity oil a day, with a rather 
large initial cut. The same operating 
organization and the same drilling 
contractor are busy on Clampitt No. 
4 on Sec. 13-3n-l6w. It is making 
hole at 1250 ft. In the Newhall- 
Potrero field, Sunray Oil Corporation 
is drilling a brace of wells and has 
location staked for another job. 


Standard Oil Company’‘s Golden 75-2 in the Castaic Hills Field with Dunlap and Graham 





Horsemeadows 
Test Drilling 

On a 4000-acre lease block south of 
the Aliso Canyon field, Union Oil 
Company’s Horsemeadows No. 1-46 
on Sec. 3-2n-l6w in the Horsemea- 
dows area is drilling on down at 1320 
ft. A contract rig of Pioneer Drilling 
Company is doing the work. Last July 
the company put down its Horsemea- 
dows No. 2-47 and on August 31 
brought the well in pumping at the 
rate of 80 barrels of 26 gravity oil a 
day from the interval of 4255-4610 
ft. A follow-up job, Horsemeadows 
No. 2-65, located 1320 ft. south and 
330 ft. east of the first well, found 
nothing of interest and was abandoned 
at 7516 ft. The present effort is 660 
ft. due east of the productive well. 





Sansinena 
Wildcat Digs 

Midway between Union Oil’s dis- 
covery and the Sansinena field, the 
company is drilling at 7300 ft. with its 
Lindauer No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 32- 
2s-10w, Los Angeles County. K. L. 
Kellogg is in charge of operations. 
Last March, Union scored a new find 
with its Naranjal No. 46-33 wildcat 
located 750 ft. north and 75 ft. west 
of the southeast corner of Sec. 31- 
2s-10w. It was completed in the Mio- 
cene interval of 4240-4411 ft. for an 
initial yield of 150 barrels of 30 grav- 
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drilling contractor. Left to right: Bill Osburn, driller; L. Vermont, cathead; A. R. Benson, 
lead tong; S. L. Anderson, racker, and R. P. Snow, derrick. 
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ity oil daily. There are now a tot! 
of four wells putting out a total «° 
587 barrels a day. The discovery po: | 
evidently is located on the Sansinen: 
Puente trend about 2 miles southea:: 
of the Sansinena field and one mil: 
northwest of the Shell-Puente field 
Union holds the Naranjal minera 
rights in fee. 


Del Valle Tests 
Continue Drilling 

In Los Angeles County’s Del Valle 
area, General Petroleum Corporation’s 
N. L. & F. No. 3 wildcat on Sec. 20- 
4n-17w is drilling ahead at 7200 ft. 
under the guidance of Hayes & 
Sprague. On Sec. 16-4n-17w, U. S. 
Drilling Company is making hole 
ahead at 5610 ft. with Harry S. Roths- 
child’s Barbour No. 1 test. 








West Newport 
Wildcat Works 

On Sec. 1-6s-11w at West Newport 
in Orange County, Douglas Oil Com- 
pany’s Douglas-Newland No. 1 pros- 
pect job was last reported digging at 
4890 ft. Contractor is Atlantic Oil 
Company. 





East Los Angeles 
Wildcat Drilling 

A fishing job in Richfield Oil Cor- 
poration’s C.M.D. No. 1 wildcat on 
Sec. 16-2s-12w in the East Los An- 
geles area has been corrected and 
drilling is continuing ahead at 7460 
ft. Rocky Mountain Drilling Corn- 
pany is putting the well down. 


Aliso Canyon 
Test Rigged Up 

Tide Water Associated Oil Com- 
pany is nearing the spudding stage 
with its Fernando No. 2 wildcat on 
Sec. 27-3n-l6w in the Aliso Canyon 
area, Los Angeles County. 


Pico Anticline 
Wildcat Fishing 

A fishing job while drilling at 7755 
ft. has put a temporary stop to normal 
operations with Standard Oil’s N. L. 
& F. No. 7 on Sec. 2-3n-17w in the 
Pico Anticline area. At Castaic Hills, 
Standard is drilling at 1860 ft. with 
Standard-Trousdale & Sterling-Villa 
No. 45 on Sec.#35-5n-17w. Both jobs 
are in the skilled hands of K. L. Kel- 


logg. 
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Leffingwell 
Test Drilling 

Ted Sterling and Paul W. Trous- 
dale’s McNally No. 1 wildcat well on 
Sec. 23-3n-11w in the Leffingwell area 
is redrilling steadily ahead at 3945 
ft. The project was carried originally 
to 6237 ft. by Hogan Petroleum Com- 
pany a few years ago. 





Castaic Siding 
Wildcat Listed 

The Texas Company is ready to be- 
gin drilling its interesting Newhall 
B No. 1 wildcat venture on Sec. 11- 
4n-17w in the Castaic Siding area, Los 
Angeles County. Rocky Mountain 
Drilling Company will put the well 
down. 


Whittier 
Well Staked 

Standard of California has staked 
location for its Murphy-Whittier No. 
64 drilling job on Sec. 26-2s-1lw in 
the Whittier field. 





Potrero Wild 
Well Subdued 

Basin Oil Company’s Potrero No. 
18 well on Sec. 34-2s-14w in the Po- 
trero area of Los Angeles County, 
which blew-in and for a time was 
aflame, was placed under control by 
Myron M. Kinley, a specialist in this 
direction, from Houston, Texas. The 
well, which is down approximately 
7500 ft., will be abandoned and an- 
other project drilled close by. Kinley 
was aided in the capping work by his 
son-in-law, Mansel Rake, 31, and Paul 
(Red) Adair, 36, both veteran field 
trouble-shooters of the Lone Star 
State. 


Oceanside 
Test Drills 

Near Oceanside in San Diego Coun- 
ty, Grober & Associates’ Perry No. 1 
wildcat well on Sec. 33-12s-4w was 
last reported making hole below 800 
ft. The company has location staked 
for its Estes No. 1 on Sec. 21-12s-4w. 





Victorville 
Wildcat Staked 

California’s desert country has often 
been the scene of the wildcatting drill, 
but to date little in the way of encour- 
agement has been registered. Never- 
theless, Arthur B. Clark and C. E. 
Huntoon of Long Beach are ready to 
try their luck for new oil with Mutz 
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No. 1 explorer on Sec. 4-6n-5w in the 
Victorville area of San Bernardino 
County. The drill site is approximate- 
ly nine miles northwest of Victor- 
ville townsite. A prospect job was un- 
dertaken by Anderson & Olson a year 
or two ago in the area on Sec. 26- 
6n-7w. Their Black Butte No. 1 went 
to 2600 ft., plus or minus, and was 
given up. 

Goose Slough 

Well Abandoned 


The Texas.Company has abandoned 


its KCL-Goosloo No. 1 discovery well 
in the Goose Slough area of Kern 
County. The well was completed in 
January of 1952 at 10,072 ft. for a 
new field discovery, six miles west of 
Greeley. Initial yield was around 60 
barrels of 38.7 gravity oil a day, but 
production steadily dwindled and con- 
sequently brought about the decision 
to write the project off. A follow-up 
job, one mile southeast of the discov- 
ery, cored the Stevens oil sand zone, 
but efforts to develop production 
proved of no avail. 
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San Joaquin Valley 


Wheeler Ridge 
Adds Big Well 


All signs to date point to a new big 
well for Richfield Oil Corporation 
from the Wheeler Ridge Eocene pool. 
The well, KCL-D No. 16-28 on Sec. 
28-11n-20w, was turned to tanks flow- 
ing an estimated 1750 barrels of 34 
gravity crude oil and 2,500,000 cubic 
ft. of gas a day. Production was un- 
der restrictions and pressure at the 
tubing head was more than 2000 
pounds. The initial water cut was 
rather high, but as this is written the 
company had gone back into the hole 
to conduct additional cementing to 
correct the condition. The company 
took in approximately 400 ft. of zone 
in contrast to other completions in the 
area which had taken in around 150 ft. 
Therefore, the water trouble may en- 
sue from going just a little too deep 
with No. 16-28. 

Bowerbank 
Test Fails 

The Bowerbank gas area in Kern 
County failed to come through with 
commercial production for Rexroth & 
Rexroth’s Salisbury No. 1A test on 
Sec. 7-29s-24e and the well has been 
relegated to history at a total depth 
of 4854 ft. A Schlumberger test from 
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4703 ft. to bottom showed a light blow 
of gas. The Salisbury sand was 
topped at 4720 ft. at this drilling site. 


Buena Vista 
Test Digging 

Drilling is at an inconclusive depth 
in General Petroleum’s Gen. American 
No. 33X-30 test on Sec. 30-31s-24e in 
the Buena Vista area. It is being put 
down by a Santa Maria Drilling Com- 
pany contract rig. 


Edison Test 
Finaled Pumping 

Southwest of the Edison field 
proper, Monterey Oil Company’s 
Franco-Western-Handel No. 27 test 
has been completed on the pump at 
a redrilled depth of 2720 ft. for 15 
barrels of gross oil a day. Casing is 
set at 2689 ft., with perforations from 
shoe to 2718 ft. The project the first 
time down went to 2950 ft. 


Temblor Hills 
Wildcat Working 

In Kern County’s Temblor Hills, 
Southern California Petroleum Cor- 
poration is making hole ahead below 
4000 ft. with its St. Anthony-Jasper- 
Hagood No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 18-30s- 
2le. Contractor is Terminal Drilling 
Company. 
Crown Drilling 
Adds Edison Find 

One mile northeast of General Pe- 
troleum Corporation’s relatively new 
Graham pool, Crown Drilling Com- 
pany has clicked with an important 
discovery with its Jeppi No. 76-8 on 
Sec. 9-30s-29e. The well, which was 
drilled to a bottom of 5817 ft. and 
has casing set at 5786 ft., at last re- 
ports was putting out at the rate of 
122 barrels of 38.2 gravity oil a day 
through a 10/64-in. orifice. Location 
is on a lease once held by famed mo- 
tion picture producer Cecil B. DeMille 
and several leading California opera- 
tors. General Petroleum and Univer- 
sal Consolidated have land in the area 
of the new discovery. Universal holds 
140 acres 2000 ft. to the northwest. 
Crown Drilling as contractor is drill- 
ing at 1000 ft. with Stansbury-Webb’s 
Porter No. 81-17 wildcat on Sec. 17- 
30s-29e in the Edison area. Homer 
F. West is preparing to drill his West- 


Lawson-Bennett No. 1 test on S... 
26-30s-29e. 

Cymric Test 

Drilling Ahead 

One mile west of Cymric field pr: 
duction, Richfield Oil’s Hood-Wallace 
No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 13-29s-20e is 
drilling on down at 1540 ft. In the 
Pleito Hills, Loffland Bros. are drill- 
ing at 6780 ft. with Richfield’s San 
Emidio No. B-1 wildcat on Sec. 36- 
11n-21w. 
Midway Leases 
Offered By U.S. 

The Federal Government has asked 
for bids by February 4 for oil and 
gas leasing of 120 acres in the de- 
lineated structure of Kern County’s 
Midway field. The leases are being 
offered by the Bureau of Land Man- 
agement in two parcels of 40 and 80 
acres each. 


Greeley Well 
Tests Continued 

Kern County Land Company is con- 
tinuing to test its KCY No. 42-19 
well in the Greeley field. Drilled to a 
total bottom of 8389 ft. and plugged 
back to 7915 ft., to date trials have 
failed to evoke commercial yield. 
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Ciervo Wildcat 
Idle Temporarily 

Approximately 30 miles southeast 
of Hollister in San Benito County’s 
Ciervo area, Freedom Drilling Com- 
pany’s No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 13-15s- 
lle is idle temporarily at 350 ft. John 
Spencer of the town of Freedom near 
Watsonville is head of the company. 
Commercial Oil’s McDonald No. 2 on 
Sec. 24-16s-10e on the Vallecitos An- 
ticline is standing shut in at 1505 ft. 


Cuyama Valley 
Exploration Widens 

General Petroleum Corporation is 
all set to dig its Clayton No. 14-4 ex- 
ploratory hole on Sec. 4-9n-24w in 
Ballinger Canyon on the eastern fringe 
of Cuyama Valley. Location, accord- 
ing to history, is two miles northwest 
of a test put down by Webfoot Oil 
Syndicate a quarter-century ago. This 
try of yore apparently quit in a cloud 
of dust not far below 1750 ft. On 
Sec. 28-9n-26w, Superior Oil Com- 
pany is ready to drill its Cuyama Gov- 
ernment No. 2 south of the South 
Cuyama field and a short distance 
from the firm’s Government No. 1 
test, which was written off last Oc- 
tober at 10,053 ft. Location is on land 
obtained from Bandini Petroleum 
Company. Richfield Oil Corporation’s 
Russell No. 85-8 test on Sec. 8-10n- 
27w has been completed at 3720 ft. 
for a current yield of 43 barrels of 41 
gravity oil a day, cutting one per cent, 
through a variable bean. 


Los Lobos Test 
Drilling On Down 

Six miles east of Maricopa in the 
Los Lobos area, Richfield Oil Cor- 
poration at last reports was digging 
ahead below 7000 ft. with its CCMO 
No. 57-20 wildcat on Sec. 20-11n-22w, 
Kern County. Severns Drilling Com- 
pany is contract driller and a member 
of the crew has a special peeve against 
mud hens due to an early morning 
encounter with this type of fowl not 
long ago. These hens, an everyday 
sight in city parks, do their migratory 
flying at night and elected to fly over 
the Richfield location about 2 a.m. 
The fully illuminated derrick appar- 
ently blinded the fowl as many came 
to a premature demise due to running 
head-on into the rig. One dead bird 
plummeted straight down and knocked 
the’ crewman from the edge of the 
lerrick floor into the cellar. 
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Che Lufkin Line 


By VIC FAWCETT 


Down in Luf- 
kin, Texas, there 
_is a New Year 
- custom that we 
_ think is interest- 
ing. On January 
First the folks in 
that part of the 
country sit down 
to a meal of 
Ham and Black- 
Eyed peas... 
this is supposed 
to assure good 
luck for the coming year. There 
must be something to the idea, for 
year after year Lufkin has enjoyed 
an expanding and growing business. 
We know that the success of the 
Lufkin organization is not luck, 
however, . . . it’s the confidence 
placed in our products by you who 
buy and use them. It’s the sound 
policy of building the very best Gear 
Case or Pumping unit possible, and 
backing it up with a service organi- 
zation dedicated to keeping your 
operations with Lufkin products 
efficient and economical. Yes, year 
after year we have enjoyed the 
growing friendship of our many 
customers who share with us the 
faith in the future that makes for 
happy and prosperous activities. 
Here in the west, Lufkin has en- 
deavored to keep pace with the in- 
dustrial growth that makes every 
new year a challenge to our ingen- 
uity. And we like this test of our 
skill and service. Day in and day 
out, year by year, we have faced 
the demands of western industry 
with enthusiasm, and constantly ex- 
panded our organization and pro- 
duction to keep one step ahead of 
your requirements. That’s why we 
know that your needs for today and 
tomorrow will always be our respon- 
sibility, and we will never trust to 
luck in serving you. So join with 
us if you will in the old fashioned 
custom of Ham and Black-eyed 
Peas ... for the idea is quaint... 
but be assured that Lufkin folks 
will always realistically deliver the 
bacon! Happy New Year. 


Vic Fawcett 








Leasing Continues 
In Sand Hills Area 

General Petroleum Corporation, 
which already has many thousands of 
leased acres in the Sand Hills area 
of Kern County, is continuing to lease 
there. Its latest acquisition involved 
approximately 800 acres from the 
Southern Pacific Company in Town- 
ships 11 and 12, south; and Range 19, 
east. General’s properties in the area 
extend in a northeast-southwest direc- 
tion from a point not far from Co- 
manche Point to close to Wheeler 
Ridge. 


Burrel Wildcat 
Drilling Ahead 

On ground northwest of the Burrel 
field in Fresno County, Signal Oil & 
Gas Company’s Signal-Burrel No. 85- 
20 test on Sec. 20-16s-18e is drilling 
ahead below 6900 ft. at last reports. 
The well, which is being put down by 
Brown Drilling Company, is designed 
to explore to approximately 7300 ft. 
Location is also three miles northeast 
of the Helm field. 


Terra Bella 
Wildcat Digs 

Cole Oil Company of Porterville 
has spudded and is making hole in the 
shallower formations with its Cole- 
Baker No. 1 exploratory venture on 
Sec. 30-22s-28e at Terra Bella in Tu- 
lare County. 


Midway-Sunset 
Wildcat Rigged 

Seeking another pool in the Mid- 
way-Sunset area of Kern County, 
Oceanic Oil Company’s CCMO No. 
C-1-17 test on Sec. 17-32s-23w is 
rigged and ready to go. Location is 
between two finds made in recent 
months by the company on the West 
Side. 


Firebaugh 
Wildcat Idle 

LeBow-McNee Oil Company’s Stra- 
hearn No. 1 wildcat well on Sec. 31- 
11s-15e north of Firebaugh in Madera 
County has been suspended at least 
temporarily at 4250 ft. The project, 
which was originated by Lowry Lytle 
may be followed by another venture in 
the area generally under the banner of 
Lytle. 
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Coastal and Northern District 


Torrey Canyon 
Deeper Try Due 

Union Oil Company’s Torrey No. 
92 on Sec. 5-3n-18w at Torrey Can- 
yon is designed to go deeper than any 
other test heretofore put down in the 
area. Torrey No. 86 on the section 
is drilling at 6999 ft. and Torrey No. 
88 at 6390 ft. Ground is being graded 
for Torrey No. 87. Wells drilled by 
the company in recent months in the 
old Torrey Canyon field to new deep 
zones have established state records 
for thickness of measures producing. 
For example, Torrey 85 has 3032 ft. 
of continuous perforated interval and 
is bottomed in oil sand at 10,108 ft. 
No. 92 will explore the Eocene and 
deeper zones. Recovery at Torrey is 
estimated conservatively at 1,000,000 
barrels for each well from the Lower 
Sespe zone, with additional recovery 
in substance from the Transition or 
Sespe-Eocene zone. West of Union’s 
Torrey No. 85 and offsetting the 
company’s Simi Fee property, The 
Texas Company’s Hunter No. 1 on 
Sec. 6-3n-18w at this writing was cor- 
ing and drilling ahead below 6800 ft. 
Texaco’s well will aid in delineating 
west limits of production in the area. 


Ventura Avenue 
Wildcat Finaled 

Harry S. and Josephine E. Roths- 
child’s Courtney Comm. No. 1 test 


in the Ventura Avenue area has been 
completed at 11,315 ft. for a yield yet 
to be accurately evaluated. Drilled 
by Bell & Burden, the 7-in. casing is 
set on bottom. 


Oakridge Well 
Good Performer 

Union Oil Company has added an- 
other good well on its extensive hold- 
ings in the Oakridge area of Ventura 
County. The newest producer is Oak- 
ridge No. 12-3 on Sec. 3-3n-18w, 
which at last reports was putting out 
366 barrels of net crude oil a day along 
with 109,000 cubic ft. of gas from a 
total depth of 2795 it. 


Sutter County 
Adds New Drilling 

Richfield Oil Corporation is inten- 
sifying its exploratory work in the 
Marysville-Buttes area of Sutter Coun- 
ty with a new wildcat known as Sut- 
ter Comm. A-2 and starting on Sec. 
8-15n-2e. The well is no great dis- 
tance from the Company’s Sutter 
Comm. No. 1, which was finaled last 
August. Richfield’s Butte Comm. No. 
C-1 test on Sec. 28-16n-le continues 
to drill ahead near 3900 ft. On sec- 
ond redrill operations, Shell Oil Com- 
pany was reported at 7280 ft. with its 
Stratigraphic No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 
31-14n-2e in the Sheffield area of Sut- 
ter County. Bell & Burden are doing 
the work. 


} 


L. B. O. D. well Y-132 on Pier “A”. Contractor is Camay Drilling Co. Left to right: E, R. 
Snapp, lead tong; Rudy Tittle, cat head; W. C. Ward, pipe racker: Art Adams, derrick 
man; and Joe Mitchell, driller. Bill Barger (not shown) is tool pusher on this job. 
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Sulphur Mountain 
Wildcat Drilling 

At Ventura‘County’s Sulphur Mov n- 
tain, G. Hamilton Beasley is drillis 
at 2250 ft. with his Trane-Hood No 
prospect job on Sec. 24-4n-22,. 
Holmes Drilling Company is in charve 
of drilling operations. 


Ozena Wildcat 
Production Failure 

Near Ozena in Ventura County, the 
D. K. Partnership No. 4, Jamieson 
No. 54-7 has been abandoned at 3214 
ft. when showings of commercial 
worth proved elusive all the way 
down. The derrick stood on Sec. 7- 
7n-22w. 


Plan Deepening of 
Simi Wildcat Venture 

Terry Drilling Company has every- 
thing in the proper order to deepen 
from 546 ft. to somewhere around 
6000 ft. the Tapo No. 1 wildcat on 
Sec. 13-3n-18w in the Simi area, Ven- 
tura County. At Ojai, Gordon W. 
Phillips’ Bailey No. 1 test on Sec. 
12-4n-23w is temporarily idle at 906 
feet. 


Canoga Park 
Test Inactive 

Reports from George Allen’s Teddy 
No. 1 test on Sec. 5-1n-17w indicated 
the well currently was idle at 360 ft. 
It is located near Canoga Park, Ven- 
tura County. 
Basolo Test 
On Production 

In the Basolo area in Ventura Coun- 
ty, The Texas Company has completed 
its Elkins No. 2 test on Sec. 5-3n-19w 
at a plugged depth of 3920 ft. for an 
initial yield of about 60 barrels of 
26.2 gravity oil daily. Original depth 
is.4516 ft. 


North Colusa 
Wildcat Scene 

Humble Oil & Refining Company 
is about ready to commence drilling 
its Capital Co. No. 1 wildcat well on 
Sec. 28-16n-lw, north of Colusa in 
Colusa County. Location is some 1000 
ft. north and 800 ft. west of Union 
Oil-General Petroleum’s Capital No. 
2, which was abandoned in July of 
1944 ft. at an unproductive 2600 ft. 
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EASY FISH ENGAGEMENT 


ERE’S A TOOL that gives you every 
advantage for quick recovery of fish 
to be externally engaged. Without adjust- 
ment it catches drill pipe—coupling or 
tool joint, whichever is up! And not only FULL NON-CRUSHING “GRAPPLE GRIP” 
grips the fish in a patented non-crushing 
“grapple grip” that tightens as pull in- 
creases, but this Bowen Releasing and 
Circulating Overshot automatically mills 
and conditions jagged ends of the fish to 
permit full pack-off for high pressure cir- INSTANT RIGHT-TORQUE RELEASE WHEN READY 
culation through the fish. A Bowen Re- 
leasing and Circulating Overshot is your 
best insurance against excessive lost time 
in the event of a twist-off—have one 


handy on your next well! FULL TIME, HIGH-PRESSURE CIRCULATION 


HERE‘S HOW IT WORKS 

TO ENGAGE THE FISH you need only connect the Bowen Overshot to the fishing string 
and run-in to the top of the fish. At this point, rotate right and fet down until the fish 
enters the Overshot. For jagged ends of pipe, rotate slowly to the right as you gradu- 
ally lower the fishing string. This allows the cutters to mill the jagged ends of the 
fish for full positive engagement and better seal when circulating. Once the Overshot 
is settled securely over the fish, neutralize the torque and pull up on the fishing string. 
TO RELEASE FROM THE FISH drop the weight of the fishing string heavily against the 
Overshot. Then at the same time lift and rotate the fishing string to the right. This 
expands the spiralling grapple and permits easy pull-away from the fish. 

TO CIRCULATE AND ROTATE when the fish does not come free on a straight pull, start 
cirevlation and while maintaining an upward pull, rotate violently as much as the 
fishing string will stand. The Bowen Releasing and Circulating Overshot is ruggedly 
built to withstand the toughest fishing jobs! 


AND HERE’S THE REASON WHY 

When a Bowen Releasing and Circulating Overshot is rotated to the right and lowered 
over the fish, drag of the fish against the bore of the grapple causes it to unwind 
and expand sufficiently to allow the fish to enter. As upward pull is exerted, the 
spiralling grapple is contracted by the tapers in the bowl to wedge and set the deep 
cut wickers about the entire circumference of the fish. The pipe grapple or the tool 
joint grapple grips firmly and evenly over a large area of the fish in much the same 
manner that the ‘“‘Chinese Handcuff,” illustrated at right, tightens when pull is exerted. 
As pull is increased, the grapple tightens about the fish and the greater the pull, the 
tighter the grip without distortion to the fish! 








The Bowen 
“Grapple Grip” 
Principie. 
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MORE “DOGHOUSE DATA” WILL APPEAR REGULARLY —WATCH FOR IT OR CONTACT YOUR S. R. BOWEN REPRESENTATIVE 


SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 
VENTURA + BAKERSFIELD - AVENAL + NEWHALL 
CASPER, WYOMING 
Export: $. R. BOWEN CO., 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK, N. Y 


FIRST ISSUE, JANUARY, 1953 Page 27 





A mile and one-half southeast of the 
new location, Amerada Petroleum put 
down its Cal. Lands No. 1 to 8152 
ft. in Sec. 34-16n-lw and pulled out 
in November, 1938, after picking up 
little of interest. 


Dos Palos Test 
Drilling Deeper 

Near Dos Palos in Merced County, 
Bell & Burden are drilling below 5800 
ft. with Standard of California’s Red- 
fern No. 51 wildcat on Sec. 28-11s- 
12e. Standard’s Simms. Comm. No. 2 
wildcat on Sec. 18-7n-5e in the Free- 
port gas area of Sacramento County 
is drilling at 7730 ft. Brown Drilling 
Company is contractor. 


Pinyon Creek 
Wildcat Quits 

At Pinyon Creek in Monterey 
County, General Petroleum has aban- 
doned its Hotchkiss No. 35-29 ex- 
plorer on Sec. 29-22s-9e at a dry 6259 
ft. General recently completed three 
new producers in Monterey County’s 
San Ardo field. 


Skyline Area 
Wildcat Ready 

In the Skyline area of Santa Clara 
County, The Texas Company is ready 
to begin drilling its Hayward No. 1 
wildcat well on Sec. 5-8s-2w. 


Grapevine Deep 
Wildcat Scheduled 

Reserve Oil and Gas Company of 
San Francisco has signed a highly in- 
teresting option and operating agree- 
ment with Standard of California en- 
tailing testing of the Eocene forma- 
tion on an 800-acre tract on part of 
Reserve’s holdings in the Grapevine 
area of Kern County. Reserve, to- 
gether with Edwin W. Pauley, Drill- 
ing & Production Company and the 
O’Keefe & Merritt interests, has sub- 
leased drilling rights below 6000 ft. 
to Standard at total royalties of 40 
to 33 1/3 per cent, depending on the 
depth at which production is encoun- 
tered. The land already was subject 
to an operating arrangement between 
the companies involved. It is under- 
stood, according to Reserve president 
Jasper W. Tully, that Standard plans 
an initial test well on adjacent prop- 
erty and that a cash bonus and delay 
rentals will be paid the Reserve group 
during the drilling of the first well. 
Tully made known that Reserve’s in- 


terest amounted to 22% per cent of 
the bonus in addition to rental pay- 
ments and reserved royalty after pres- 
ent overriding royalty payments. The 
first well will drill on Sec. 33-11n-19w 
on ground about one mile east of the 
principal Bakersfield to Los Angeles 
highway. The land is also a _half- 
dozen miles due east of Richfield’s 
Eocene discovery at Wheeler Ridge. 
Union Oil Company, meantime, is 
ready to start the drill in its Reserve- 
Kerr No. 46-24 wildcat on Sec. 24- 
11n-19w, west of existing production 
in the Tejon Hills-Willow Springs 
sector and north of production in the 
Tejon central area. Union holds an 
exploration and drilling pact with Re- 
serve covering 4600 acres in the area. 
In the West Tejon area, Continental 
Oil Company’s CONOCO-KCL No. 
S-2 on Sec. 12-10n-22w is in the 
preliminary stages. Pedro Petroleum 
Corporation’s Pedro-Tejon No. 2 on 
Sec. 11-11n-18w struck granite-at 111 
ft. and as a result went into retirement 
at a total depth of 116 ft. 


Bysshe & Barratt have another good 
producer in the Bardsdale field, in a 
fault block which they first tapped 
some months ago. The well, Elkins 
No. 8, is doing 303 barrels a day of 
33° API gravity oil with a cut of 9%. 
The producing formation is in the 
Eocene and the hole is bottomed at 
7430 feet. Shell and Texas oil com- 
panies have offset acreage. 


Pocket Size Directory 
Now Available 

The 23rd edition of “Foust’s Saies 
& Service Directory” has just been 
published. This handy pocket-size di- 
rectory has sections for: California 


‘ oil operators ; drilling contractors ; im- 


portant oil agencies and consultants 
and sales and service firms. 


The directory sells for $5.00, plus 
tax, and may be ordered at 2870 Long 
Beach Blvd., Long Beach 6, or by 
‘phoning Long Beach 4-4398. 





FOR SALE 

wig Poms TREATER. vertical 
type * ‘ diameter x 2742 high, 33 PSI 
ps a Pl Beg (API-ASME ay a 
oe age and shell plates, 500,000 B 
conaniien wo 
to i this per “hr. oil, 550 to 4000 bbis. 
4 d free water. Weight 16,000 Ibs. 

rice 





1900. (complete w/piping, flanges, 
ont f.0.b, 14921 S. Main St.. Gardena, 
Cal. (Rosecrans oil field). 


For information, phone Oxford 61146, 
Whittier, Cal., or write Box 386, Santa Fe 
Springs. Calif. 1/Sb 











New Consultants 

R. Andre Marin and Paul Sien; ;; 
have opened a consulting geologi. ; 
office at 3016 Union Avenue, Bake: ; 
field, Telephone 3-8675. 

Marin is a graduate of Colora 
School of Mines, with degrees |; 
geological engineering and also 
mining engineering. Followiig 
graduation from college in 1945, |e 
was employed by Standard Oil Com- 
pany in South America and later in 
Butte, Montana, by Anaconda. More 
recently, he has been employed hy 
Western Gulf Oil Company in Bak- 
ersfield. : 

Paul Siemon graduated from Colo- 
rado School of Mines in 1944 with 
a geological engineering degree. Fol- 
lowing service as a line officer in 
the United States Navy, he went 
to work for Tide Water Associated 
Oil Company in Wyoming. He was 
transferred to the firm’s Bakersfield 
office in 1948, leaving Tide Water 
to enter the consulting business in 
December. 


R. B. Haines of Ventura, Continen- 
tal Oil Company division geologist, 
has been elevated to assistant regional 
geologist for CONOCO’s western 
area, with headquarters in Los An- 
geles. He has been succeeded at Ven- 
tura by Roger M. Dungan. 


Lawrence C. (Chuck) King of 
Signal Oil Company’s central district 
engineering department at Los An- 
geles is back on the job after serving 
two years with Uncle Sam’s Army. 
When he was mustered out he was 
attached to the Far East Command 
Headquarters at Tokyo. He was serv- 
ing as cryptographer. 


The new president of Bandini Pe- 
troleum Company is popular John P. 
Hurndall of Los Angeles and Mid- 
land, Texas. Orris R. Hedges, Los 
Angeles oil attorney, has been named 
secretary-treasurer. Murray Ward, 
president of Hill, Richards & Com- 
pany, and R. H. Tecklenborg, oil well 
supplyman, were named to fill vacan- 
cies on the board of directors. 


The staff of the Western Oil and Gas 
Association at Los Angeles has been 
strengthened by the addition of Ed- 
ward T. Fulham, who will work with 
John Funk on the West Coast Oil In- 
formation Committee program. 
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LeBus Issues Handbook 

A new 82-page, fully illustrated 
handbook giving the full story of 
LeBus Grooving and Wire Line 
Spooling is now off the press. 

So far as is known, this is the first 
handbook ever published covering 
the full and integrated story on the 
spooling of wire line. LeBus Inter- 
national Engineers, Ltd., pioneers 
in the development of grooving and 
wire line spooling, with the full 
cooperation of all Wire Line and 
drilling rig manufacturers, have 
prepared this very important wire 
line spooling handbook so that each 
drilling rig operator can get the 
complete story on the proper spool- 
ing of wire line. 

You will find on the pages of this 
book, short illustrated articles which 
give you a very thorough story of 
the various phases of the spooling 
of wire line. These stories fully il- 
lustrate how spooling has been han- 
dléd in the past and how the LeBus 
System takes care of the situation. 

Not only is grooving and wire 
line spooling covered thoroughly, 
but many other articles on the prop- 
er handling and care of wire line 
have been contributed by the wire 
line manufacturers for use in this 
booklet. 

Here are a few of the many items 
covered and which you may look 
for, with interest, as you use this 
handbook: How old style HELI- 
CAL GROOVING operates ; PLAIN 
DRUM CORES and their effects 
upon your costs; How DEEP 
WELLS affect the spooling of your 
line. 

Following this summation of the 
bad practices used in spooling wire 
line, the booklet continues with the 
following articles on the LeBus 
grooving and wire line spooling 
system. How LeBus achieves PYR- 
AMID SPOOLING and PRO- 
GRESSIVE GROOVING; The 
reasons for CON TROLLING 
SLACK LINE; Complete informa- 
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tion on accessories necessary for 
good spooling such as STABILIZ- 
ERS, WEIGHT BOXES and TURN 
BACK ROLLERS; A _ thorough 
story on necessity of proper block 
and hook WEIGHTS; LeBus rec- 
ommendations for CUTTING OFF 
and. the use of TIE DOWN 
DRUMS; WHY THIS CUTTING 
OFF PROCEDURE IS IMPORT- 
ANT; The use of TON MILE 
CALCULATORS. 


There are also items on COR- 
RECT FLEET ANGLE, PROPER 
WORKING LOADS, LENGTHS 
OF ROTARY DRILLING LINES 
AND HOW THEY AFFECT 
YOUR C€OstTs, CORRECT 
GROOVING AND WIRE LINE 
TOLERANCES, and HOW TO 
MEASURE WIRE LINE. Also 
written into this handbook is an 
article on proper LUBRICATION 


OF WIRE LINE plus charts show- 


ing ABUSES OF WIRE LINE IN 
OPERATION and how these abus- 
es CAN BE CORRECTED. 


As you progress through the book 
you will find a complete descriptive 
and blueprinted story on the IN- 


STALLATION PROCEDURE of 
LeBus grooving and wire line 
spooling system plus a chart show- 
ing the parallel grooving sizes and 
data. Following this installation 
procedure is a partial list of THE 
USERS OF THE LEBUS SYS- 
TEM. Please note this list; you will 
see just how many large and small 
major and independent drilling op- 
erators are using the LeBus System. 
As a final supplement to this book, 
a full list of the drilling rigs, their 
drum sizes and recommended line 
sizes is shown. 


We urge you to send for this very 
important booklet, because in it you 
will find, as others have told us, the 
most progressive story ever written 
on the proper spooling of wire line 
and its effect upon your drilling 
costs. For your free copy, write to 
LeBus International Engineers, Ltd., 





P. O. Box 2352, Dept. PC, Long- 
view, Texas. 


Emsco Changes Name 

Emsco announced recently a 
change in its corporate name from 
Emsco Derrick & Equipment Com- 
pany to Emsco Manufacturing Com- 
pany, effective January 1, 1953. 

“This change in name is being 
made,” states Bill Powell, Emsco’s 
president, “in keeping with the wide 
variety of products manufactured 
by the company. Derricks today 
represent a very small part of our 
business and we feel that it is im- 
portant to have a name that is de- 
scriptive of our entire operation.” 

Emsco was founded more than a 
quarter century ago and has plants 
in Los Angeles, California, and Gar- 
land and Houston, Texas. Emsco 
manufactures a complete line of 
drilling and production equipment 
for the oil industry and is an im- 
portant supplier of radio and tele- 
vision towers, structural fabrication, 
heavy duty machining and hot dip 
galvanizing. 


Brea Plant 
Expansion Big 

Brea Chemicals, Inc., a newly organ- 
ized subsidiary of Union Oil Com- 
pany, is leasing and will operate a 
special designed $13,000,000 plant at 
Brea for the manufacture of am- 
monia. The ammonia will be made 
from natural gas taken from wells 
near Brea in Orange County. Payroll 
for the operation of the facility will 
be approximately $750,000 annually, 
according to Homer Reed, Brea Chem- 
icals president. The plant will be built 
by Amoniaco Corp., a non-affiliated 
company, on a 30-acre site two miles 
east of the town of Brea. This is 
directly west of the $8,000,000 petro- 
leum Research Center opened by 
Union Oil last year. It is scheduled 
for completion in 1954. Amoniaco has 
chosen C. F. Braun to construct the 
plant. 
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Hold Two-Day Session On 
Mud Pump Developments 


Twenty-two members of the Conti- 
nental Supply Company met at the 
Quincy plant of Gardner-Denver 
Company on November 13 and 14 for 
a two-day discussion of the latest mud 
pump developments. The study group 
consisted of Continental Supply execu- 
tives and district managers and Gard- 
ner-Denver officials and mud pump 
engineers. 

The metallurgy and physical prop- 
erties of the special Gardner-Denver 
alloy used for mud pump fluid cylin- 
ders were two of the important sub- 
jects discussed. Other topics included 
horsepower ratings, and new mud 
pump features designed to meet the 
requirements of deep drilling and the 
more powerful pump drives available 
on modern drilling rigs. 

The Continental Supply Company 
visitors were greatly interested in a 
special feature of the newest Gardner- 
Denver pumps which simplifies a parts 
stocking problem for them. The liquid 
cylinders on these pumps are fully 
interchangeable—so that one spare fluid 
cylinder, either cast steel or alloy, will 
fit either the right-hand or left-hand 
side of either the 16” or 18” Gardner- 
Denver pump. 

A session on field servicing covered 
the program of factory training for 
Gardner-Denver service specialists, ac- 
cessibility of mud pump working parts, 
and those features which make pos- 
sible “on location” repairs. 

The Contineutal Supply Company 
personnel were guests of the Gardner- 
Denver in Quincy, following the three- 
day Annual A.P.I. meeting in Chicago. 


In addition to the mud pump discus- 
sions, the program included a tour of 
the two Gardner-Denver plants in 
Quincy, as well as the LaGrange, Mis- 
souri, casting foundry, and the other 
Gardner-Denver brass and alloy foun- 
dries. A dinner at the Quincy Coun- 
try Club furnished entertainment on 
the evening of November 13. 


Shell Awards 
Contract to Fluor 

Shell Oil Company has awarded 
The Fluor Corp., Ltd., a contract 
involving approximately one million 
dollars for extensions and revisions 
to the company’s Ventura natural 
gasoline plant, according to an an- 
nouncement recently by S. F. Bowl- 
by, vice president, Los Angeles. 

Engineering work on the project 
has already started, with actual con- 
struction scheduled to get under way 
March 15 and completion date set 
at September 1, 1953. 

When the project is completed, 
Bowlby said, capacity of the Shell 
plant will be increased by one-third. 
The work was necessitated by Shell’s 
increased production in the Ventura 
Avenue field. It is the second major 
extension of the Ventura plant with- 
in the past five years. 

The increased capacity will be 
used to supply Shell’s Wilmington 
refinery with additional natural gas- 
oline for conversion into motor and 
aviation fuels. This ties in with 
Shell’s expansion program at the 
Wilmington refinery, announced 
early in the year, which is proceed- 
ing concurrently with the Ventura 
project in order to handle the addi- 
tional gallonage. 


Group of Continental Supply and Gardner-Denver experts who met in Quincy on 
November 13 and 14, 1952, to discuss the latest mud pump developments. Reading from 
left to right: C. L. Vickers, B. L. Hindman, D. O. Meek (Gardner-Denver), J. H. Berry, 
J. A. Whitesides, D. A. Davis, Noble Lane, R. Hortenstine, Jr., F. J, Brinegar, J. A. Mussler, 
R. H. Pearson (Gardner-Denver), Neal Harris, W. R. Gottshall, R. J. Bauer (Gardner- 
Denver), W. D. Craig, C. H. Fisher, N. A. Endicott, G. V. Leece (Gardner-Denver), E. 
N. Wood, D. M. Bailey, R. A. Brewer, R. L. Collier, and V. W. McQuary (Gardner-Denver). 
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Steam Operated Heater 
Is Introduced 

Fred C. Ripley, Jr., and Associ- 
ates have just made tests on R. k. 
Waterman’s Down-the-Hole Stearn 
Operated Heater, which can deliver 
as much as 800,000 BTU’s to the bcr- 
tom of a 1500 foot hole. This results in 
a minimum of 7% HP per hour de- 
livered to the producing area at 1500 
feet. In addition to this, the loss in 
horse power or BTU’s in transmii- 
ting it to the bottom of the hole is 
taken up by the production string 
thus delivering the oil hot to the 
surface. The process has been dem- 
onstrated to a depth of 1500 feet and 
it can be used economically on wells 
to depths of 6,000 feet. One well, 
producing 3 barrels net oil per day 
has been raised to a peak of 24 bar- 
rels per day when operating at top 
temperature. On reducing the quan- 
tity of heat 50 per cent the well con- 
tinues to produce 18% barrels per 
day and has been doing so for the 
past six months. 


The equipment consists of the 
Waterman fast steaming condenser 
blow-down type boiler—a string of 
small diameter tubing in the annulus 
along side the production string— 
a steam chamber of slightly larger 
diameter tubing positioned opposite 
the production area and—a condens- 
er. The desired temperature and 
pressures are maintained within the 
heater jacket and at the same time 
the condensate is flowed into the 
bottom of the well at low velocity 
where it is picked up directly by the 
pump and moved to the surface. 

The method employed is the only 
known means of assuring positive 
and economical heat control without 
admitting live steam into the well. 
In addition to the quantity of heat 
absorbed by radiation to the produc- 
tion fluid, the system provides large 
quantities of heat which are absorbed 
by the producing area. This reduces 
the viscosity of the oil outside the 
liner. This radiated heat also de- 
waxes the formation as heat is ac- 
cumulated providing more efficient 
operation of the pumping unit. 

The same equipment can be read- 
ily used for lead line heating and 
heating oil for shipping. 

Further information regarding this 
new equipment can be had by writ- 
ing Fred C. Ripley, Jr. at 2404 West 
Seventh Street, Room 303, Los An- 
geles 5. 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 





That Tret-O-Lite is 


the most widely used 

dehydrating chemical is proved 

daily in oil fields all over North and 

South America. Let the Tretolite field engineer 
in your field show you how Tret-O-lite has 


earned this world-wide recognition. 


DEHYDRATING + DESALTING + WATER DE-OILING 


_TRETOLITE COMPANY 
CORROSION INHIBITING + SCALE PREVENTING - PARAFFIN REMOVING 


SAINT LOUIS 19, MISSOURI + LOS ANGELES 22, CALIF. 
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CAS ave ww. 

A little three-year-old boy cried 
bitterly as a large friendly dog bound- 
ed up to him, licking his hands 
and face. “What is it?” asked his 
mother. “Did he bite you?” 

“No,” came the reply, “but he 
tasted me!” 


Mother (to school teacher): “My 
Robert is a very sensitive child. If 
you need to punish him, just slap 
the boy in the next seat—this will 
frighten Robert.” 

“What they doin’ with ol’ Mose?” 

“Takin’ him away in an ambu- 
lance for beatin’ his wife.” 


Don’t be discouraged . . . it took 
Noah six months to find a parking 
place. 


“Doctor, I’m afraid my husband 
is losing his mind. Sometimes I talk 


to him for hours and then discover 
he hasn’t heard a word I said.” 

“That’s not an affliction, madam. 
That’s a gift!” 


An old-fashioned girl is one who 
takes the cigarette out of her mouth 
before putting on her nightie over 
her head. 

Judge: “Do you mean to tell the 
jury that the defendant stole the 
money from your stocking?” 

Susie: “Yes, your honor.” 

Judge: “Why didn’t you resist?” 

Susie: “How did I know he was 
after my money?” 

The dinner guest’s nose was ex- 
ceptionally large and the host no- 
ticed his little son, Jimmy, staring 
at it. Expecting some embarrassing 
remark, father gave son a disap- 
proving glance. 


“Tt’s all right, dad,” Jimmy as- 
sured him. “I’m not going to s.:; 
anything. I’m just looking at it.” 


In a certain store a record is kept 
of the exact reason why any cus- 
tomer leaves without making a pur- 
chase. The other day a woman cus- 
tomer took up a good deal of tinie 
looking at black dresses, finally leav- 
ing without buying. 

The clerk—a temporary hand— 
solemnly recorded the reason: “Cus- 
tomer only looking at black dresses 
—not buying. Husband not dead 
yet.” 

In this bottle I have peroxide 
which makes blondes, and in this 
bottle I have dye which makes bru- 
nettes.” 

“And what’s in the third bottle?” 

“Gin, which makes both.” 
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P.O. Box 1291 
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GEOLOGRAPH 


MECHANICAL WELL LOGGING SERVICE 
* Oklahoma City 1, Okla. 


Kan.—Okiahome City, Oklahoma 
Abilene, Houston, Odessa, Lubbock and Wichita Falls, Texas 
Bakersfield, Cal.—Shreveport and Baton Rouge, La. 
Casper, Wyo.—Glendive, Mont.—Sterling, Colo. 
Calgary and Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada 
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CARBON STEEL © CARBON-MOLY 
NICKEL-MOLY @ 
AND TO SPECIFICATIONS 


Electric Furnace 


Steel Castings 


for the Petroleum Industry 


CHROME-MOLY 


KAY-BRUNNER 
STEEL PRODUCTS, INC. 


999 South Meridian Avenue 
Alhambra, California 


Bae RY en RPE PR os SE ek ae 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 





